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This is the day which the Lord has made;  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118.24

In this part of our City, with its network of parks, urban gardens and green 
grocers, the signs of changing seasons catch our attention. Splashes of colour 
awaken us to the majestic, creative power of God and our role as stewards, 
custodians, of all that God provides.
This issue of The Link is packed with news and interesting tidbits that offer a 

window into this community of faith – an historic place brimming with new life.  
This is a community deeply rooted in the neighbourhood and in the Anglican 
tradition where every question matters and none is too small.  It’s a community 
where you can meet great people, “give back” and find yourself engaged and 
growing as a Christian in today’s complex, rapidly changing world. Together, 
we strive to bring faith to life! 
This spring we welcomed Easter on April 5th with bursting enthusiasm!  

Surrounded by spring flowers in the sanctuary and the Easter Gospel of new life 
in Christ, we raised our voices in hymns of joy-filled praise. Now, in the light of 
Easter, the great season of Pentecost offers us an array of opportunities to get to 
know one another as we gather for worship, as we engage in opportunities to 
explore our faith and serve others.  Be sure to read this Link edition with your 
calendar in hand so that you can circle the dates.
Our gardens surrounding the church offer an oasis for everyone to enjoy, seven 

days a week. Our team of hard-working volunteers tend the gardens with great 
dedication and love doing it! I hope you will stop by for a quiet moment of 
prayer and reflection in the beauty and peace of this unique green space. There 
will be celebrations on “The Green” during the summer months right through 
to early October, and our vegetable garden holds the promise of fresh herbs and 
vegetables to share.  
I look forward to meeting you along the Way! —Beth+
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For almost 125 years St. Cuthbert’s has 
been a place where you can step away 
from the fast pace of life to be spiritually 
nourished, to meet your neighbours and 
experience an open, generous welcome 
no matter what is going on in your life. It 
all began with John Lea’s gift of a corner of 
his apple orchard in 1890 for the “Leaside 
Mission”. The white oak tree beside the 
original wooden building has now become 
a treasured Leaside landmark.

 Our story has always been about  
reaching out to serve the community, 
sharing God’s love for everyone as followers 
of Jesus Christ. There’s no life like it and 
as we look ahead we welcome everyone  
to be part of it!

We are making plans to mark our 125th 
milestone in a year-long anniversary  
celebration starting on Sunday October 
4th.  We hope you will be part of it. Be sure 
to check out our web site and get on our 
mailing list to receive updates by email. 
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A Change of Heart
by Louise Simos

We recently caught up with Michael and Muriel  
Wissell to talk about how they arrived at St. Cuthbert’s 
a little over a year ago. The story hinges around their 
three boys, Ethan (18), Colin (16 ) and Spencer (14). 
“We had decided that the boys could make up their 
own minds about religion when they got older,” 
explains Michael, “but one day we had a change of 
heart. An epiphany. Ethan, our oldest, was about to go 
to university, and we realised we were sending him off 
without a moral compass. What was the chance that an 18 year old would decide to become a Christian 
by himself when we hadn’t exposed him to Christianity? We realised that our children actually needed to 
be exposed to Christianity so that they could make their own decision.”
Michael and Muriel both had early experiences with the church. Michael attended an Anglican church in 
Ottawa until his mid-teens, while Muriel attended a Finnish Lutheran church in Sudbury. They connected 
with a local Anglican church in Toronto in their mid-twenties for their wedding, but after the ceremony 
they drifted away from church and got caught up in their careers and raising a family.  
We asked how they explained their change of heart to their teenagers. “It wasn’t easy,” admitted Michael. 
“We told them it was our fault for being late, and they saw that we were quite resolute about taking them 
to church. We told the boys that they can make their own decisions later but, as Christians, we will feel 
better as parents if we start them on the path.”  
So one day in 2013 the family showed up at our parish priest’s doorstep with their three teenaged boys.  
“Beth,” says Michael, “couldn’t have been more welcoming.” Nevertheless, explains Muriel, “the boys 
had a lot of learning to do. The Bible, the Creeds, prayer, the difference faith can make in your life 
and the implications of the promises they would make at their baptism – there was a lot to cover! And 
Beth wanted to know what they felt, to make sure the boys knew what they were getting into. She 
answered their questions and helped them understand that baptism was only the beginning. As we were 
introduced to St. Cuthbert’s, they could sense that everyone was very welcoming and kind. It is a really 
great community and it was a really positive experience for us.”
After almost six months of preparation, Ethan, Colin and Spencer were baptised at Easter in 2014. When 
they are not travelling, you will find the Wissell family at the 8 am service.

The Christmas Fair
by Dorcas Sheppard  Coming Saturday, November 14, 2015

We just finish one Fair and our thoughts start moving toward our next and biggest 
fundraising event, our Christmas Fair. If you de-clutter or clean up your storage 
room in the coming months, don’t forget to set aside things for us. Bring them in 
any time – please leave them on the bench in the foyer, marked “Christmas Fair.” We 
need kitchen items, jewellery, treasures, toys, small appliances, paperback books, 
DVDs, CDs, videos. Please no computers, TVs, or magazines. The proceeds from the 
Fair are used to support the church and our many outreach projects. Don’t forget to 
mark your calendar for November 14!

The Wissell Family with the Rev. Beth
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How do You Pray?
By Brenda O’Connor

Over the past while we have 
been spending a little extra time 
thinking about the gift of prayer 
and what it feels like to spend 
time with God on a regular basis. 
It was a time of discovery and 
nourishment!
Our student intern, Beth Anne 

Fisher, led a Lenten Quiet Day at 
which parishioners took time to quietly marvel at God’s 
presence with and among us through spiritual practices 
such as Lectio Divina, visual prayer, and tactile prayer.
During the Sunday morning Children’s Focus we listened 

to one another’s experience of prayer. Deputy Warden Bev 
Brewer said, “I do much of my praying while walking in the 
woods with my two dogs...sometimes I speak, sometimes I 
listen, and sometimes I even sing as I marvel at the beauty 
of God’s creation.” Parishioner Bill Benson begins his day 
reading the Bible and spending time in quiet prayer. “It 
shapes my day. Prayer helps me to see God’s presence as 
my day unfolds...even in the tough moments.” 
The ChurchKids also spent time together in quiet prayer 

at a little prayer corner downstairs after communion 
each week alongside some of our adult parishioners. Our 
eight o’clock ChurchKids continue to begin each lesson 
at the prayer corner. Sometimes they choose to read out 
loud the Lord’s Prayer, or the twenty-third Psalm which 
is printed for them, and other times they are overflowing 
with praises in their own words. Without fail, they end 
with an outpouring of thankfulness for God’s many gifts, 
from sunshine, families, and the people of St. Cuthbert’s, 
to Lego, their afternoon activities, and superheroes, 
capping it all off with an emphatic A-MEN!

This summer four children from low-income Toronto neigh-
bourhoods are attending Moorelands Wilderness Camp 
thanks to financial support from St. Cuthbert’s.  
Summer camp has the power to transform lives, as 16 year 

old Latisha discovered first-hand. Latisha has been attending 
Moorelands Camp since she was nine. Quoted on the Moore-
lands website, she says: “If I had my way, every inner-city 
Toronto kid would go to Moorelands Camp! You’re given 
the chance to work things out with people. In the Skills and 
Leadership Training program you get to do things like canoe 
trips, rock climbing, cliff diving, really challenging stuff. You 
learn to work as a team and you learn about anger manage-
ment. There is plenty of opportunity to get into trouble in the 
city – drugs, gangs, crime, it’s everywhere. Moorelands taught 
me that there is an alternative. I feel good about myself and 
where I’m going and I owe so much of that to Moorelands. 
There’s no way we could have afforded to go away to camp, 
and it has made such a positive impact on my life.”  
We’ll be visiting Moorelands Camp near Dorset on Friday, 

September 18 to Sunday, September 20 for our second annual 
fall work weekend. There will be work and fun for all ages, 
so be sure to mark your calendar and watch for more details 
closer to the time.
Through our outreach activities we support many other life-

changing programs including the Flemingdon Park Food Bank 
and Flemingdon Park Ministry, hampers and baby bundles for 
Moorelands, and support for Emily’s House Children’s Hos-
pice, New Circles Community Services, and FaithWorks. For 
more information contact Nancy Wahlroth, Outreach Chair, 
on a Sunday or through the office.

A Prayer for those  
who travel this summer...

God whose glory fills the whole creation, 

and whose presence we find wherever we go, 

preserve those who travel;  

surround them with your loving care;  

protect them from every danger; 

and bring them in safety  

to their journey’s end;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(BAS p. 682)

Changing Lives at Moorelands Camp   

Beth Anne Fisher and  
Brenda O’Connor

A St. Cuthbert’s work crew at Mooreland’s Camp
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Picture Us! 

We are delighted that the Rev. Jonathan Turtle has joined  
St. Cuthbert’s as our Assistant Curate. He shares a little bit about 
himself in this article.
Here’s a wee bit of a bio to help you get to know me and perhaps 

spark further conversation. I was baptised in the Church of Ireland 
as a wee lad and was, for the most part, raised in the church.  It was 
not until I was about 18 though that my faith in Christ truly came 
alive. From that age God began to slowly redirect me. 
It was pure accident (from my perspective!) that I ended up  

going to Tyndale University College and Seminary for one year, and 
then staying on for three more. Following that I served as a youth 
pastor in another denomination for three years. Those were a hard 
three years, but three important ones. Following that I attended 
and graduated from Wycliffe College here in Toronto and then served for three years at St. Matthew’s in Riverdale and also as 
a chaplain at Emily’s House, Toronto’s first and only paediatric palliative care hospice. 
Somewhere in there I was married to Christina, a woman whom God has used to change me in more ways than one.  

God has given us two wonderful daughters, Charlotte and Grace (she’s the one who yells out “Daddy!” mid-Eucharistic 
prayer). I quite enjoy reading, cooking, running, good coffee, good beer, the occasional pipe (I know, I know), and a good 
movie/show. I’m very much looking forward to serving with you all over the next two years. May God’s Spirit guide us into 
all the truth. Amen.

The Turtle FamilyMeet the Rev. Jonathan Turtle, Assistant Curate

Spring Fair & BBQ

Mardi Gras & Pancake Tuesday Dinner

Friends 
at Coffee Hour

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?



by Brenda O’Connor

We are blessed, as Anglicans, to inhabit a tradition 
that holds fast to the liturgical calendar. Each year, 
we are once again reminded of the shape of our lives 
as believers as we travel through the liturgical sea-
sons, from Epiphany to Lent to Eastertide, and on. 
This experience is something that the ChurchKids 
team has been making an effort to offer even to our 
youngest members as (with God’s help) we strive to 
continue to make connections between what we do 
at St. Cuthbert’s and what happens at home and in 
the outside world.
Many of our events are planned with this in mind. 

Our Holy Week family gathering brought together 
a dozen families to journey through Holy Week 
with songs, crafts, stories, and a delicious pot-luck 
supper. Our Palm Sunday Pageant saw the Church-
Kids involved in telling the story of Jesus’s arrest 
and trial, and our Holy Week Triduum involved 
many ChurchKids as readers and servers. Our Eas-
ter Sunday celebration involved feasting on treats 
(including Diane Gray’s famous cinnamon rolls!), 
and our Bicycle-Birthday-Pentecost-Picnic allowed 
us to celebrate the remarkable transformation of Je-
sus’s friends from a scared group huddled together 
in one place, to a group of brave preachers whose 
passion, inspired by the Holy Spirit, resulted in the 
birth of the Church. All these events were planned 
to help our ChurchKids immerse themselves in 
God’s wonderful story of redemption as we are all 
invited to do, year by year. And they’re not just for 
the ChurchKids and their immediate families! Ev-
eryone is welcome and encouraged to participate in 
any of our family ministry events – we are all part 
of the St. Cuthbert’s family!
        

ChurchKids Happenings...
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Connect With Us Online
Be sure to check out our revamped website at stcuthbertsleaside.com.	 

You can also keep up with the latest news by “liking” our page  

on Facebook: just search for “St Cuthbert’s Leaside.”
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THE LINK
Published by 
St. Cuthbert’s 
Anglican Church
1399 Bayview Ave
Toronto M4G 3A6
416-485-0329            stcuthberts@bellnet.ca
Please visit our web site at 
www.stcuthbertsleaside.com

Send inquiries to: Robin Dickie/Newsletter 
stcuthberts@bellnet.ca

Next Issue:   January  

Services:  
Sundays:  8am  (Children’s Program) 
 10am (Children’s Program) 
Thursdays: 10am

Giving is Easy at St. Cuthbert’s:

Ask about pre-authorized giving, weekly 
envelopes, payroll deductions, annual gifts 
and bequests.

Tax receipts issued for donations  
of $10 or more.

Many thanks to Michael Hudson for  
photography in this issue.

Parish Tidings
A warm welcome to new members:  

Marnie and Michael Mikkelsen  
and their daughter Madelaine;  
Katherine and Rodney Mitchell  

and their daughter Emily;  
Nancy Purvis; and MJ Rosenthall.

We are sad to report the death  
of parishioners Olivia Bell on February 22, 

Sheila Moore on February 25,  
Margorie McEwen on March 15,  

and former parishioners Joan Clarke on 
May 23 and  Florence Wanless on May 27.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with their 

families and friends.   

Madelaine Mikkelsen and  
Emily Mitchell were welcomed  

into the St. Cuthbert’s family  
and the Anglican community  

through the sacrament of  
Baptism on June 7.

Sunday, September 13   
ChurchKids Registration and  
Fall Kick-off BBQ Lunch
The whole neighbourhood’s invited!

Friday, September 18 to Sunday,  
September 20  
Moorelands Wilderness Camp
A fall weekend of work and play at the camp on Lake Kawagama near Dorset.   
Everyone welcome – there are jobs for young and old!

Saturday, October 3 – 4pm    Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 4    Harvest Thanksgiving  and Kick-off  
of our 125th Anniversary Celebrations. We welcome our Area Bishop,  
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Patrick Yu to our 10 am worship service.

Sunday, October 18   FaithWorks Sunday

Friday, October 23   Women’s Dinner  
All women are invited to the 13th annual Women’s Dinner.  
Proceeds to The Primate’s World Relief Development Fund Maternal Project.

Sunday, October 25   Celebration of Women’s Ministry

Sunday, November 1   Feast of All Saints and Baptism

Sunday, November 8    Remembrance Day Observance

Saturday, November 14    Christmas Fair

Saturday, November 28    Advent Family Adventure

Wednesdays, November 25 to December 16   Advent Study

Sunday, December 6    Celebration of St. Nicholas Day

Saturday, December 12 – 4 pm    Christmas Memorial Service

Monday, December 21    Carols with Friends

Thursday, December 24    Christmas Eve Celebration at 4 pm and 8 pm

Friday, December 25    Christmas Day  
Said Eucharist at 9 am

What’s Happening this Fall


