TheLINK

S t.

C u t h b e rt ’s

a n g l i c a n

c h u r c h

AMessage from the Rev. Ian LaFleur
September feels like beginning. For our children it begins a new school year.
For others it begins an important season of the business year. September also
feels like continuing. For church, it is Ordinary Time, the longest of two periods
in the liturgical year, “in which no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ
is celebrated, but rather the mystery of Christ itself is honoured in its fullness,
especially on Sundays.”1 For many, September is harvest time. Beginning or
continuing the time of gathering, and storing, of preparing for the winter to
come. Traditionally, this month brought cooler weather and bridged the heat
of summer to the cold of winter. Welcome back to Ordinary Time, a good time
to reflect on the year so far and to renew our journey in the footsteps of Jesus.
But what a year we have had so far!
According to NASA, 2016 is on track to be the hottest year on record.2
Arctic sea ice shrunk and the earth was, on average, 1.3°C warmer than the
late 1800s. We thank God that China and the USA recently ratified the Paris
climate accord, this hopeful agreement for the healing of creation.3
Around the world, war advanced, peace retreated and the vulnerable, children
in particular, were sacrifices to the gods of militarism, power and greed.
According to the Global Peace Index, in 2016 only 10 countries were actually
free from conflict.4 We thank God for the recent Syrian ceasefire brokered by
Russia and the USA and pray for the increase of peace.
There is much to lament as we reflect on the year so far, much to work and
pray about, much for which to give thanks.
We thank God for advances in equality of value, rights and opportunities of
all people in this land. For Canadian womens’ successes at Rio 2016;5 and for
the launch of a national inquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous women
and girls;6 and for the work of General Synod in thoughtfully considering and
approving a change in the marriage canon aimed at enshrining equal marriage
for all.7
And so we journey on, reflecting and lamenting the immense brokenness
of this world and rejoicing that in the footsteps of Jesus, we serve in God’s
determined mission to save, to heal, to redeem. We rejoice that in Jesus we are
always able to begin again, to make a fresh start on the continuing journey of
life. We begin again this September giving thanks for these 126 years almost
now behind us and for the generations of faithful shoulders that support us!
We give thanks that in Jesus we are continuing to be a joyful, hopeful and
defiant outpost of the Kingdom of God, at the corner of Bayview and St.
Cuthbert’s Rd! Keep your stick on the ice and the cross on the shoulder!–Ian+
Masthead photo: Recent guest The Rev. Dr. David Neelands, Dean of Trinity College, is pictured
with current and former Trinity students Louise Simos and The. Rev. Ian LaFleur. For footnote
references, see back page.
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A thank you from the 69th Scout Troop
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Welcome Jafar!

T

hank you to everyone who has expressed welcome to Jafar,
the refugee from Iran we are sponsoring. He arrived in
Canada on August 15 and the initial flurry of government
paperwork is now complete. Finding an apartment at a suitable
rent turned out to be more difficult than we had originally
supposed, but by the time you read this that should be in place.
Helping a newcomer integrate into Canada’s way of life is a
major component of sponsorship. Learning spoken and written
English is very important. Jafar has chosen to enrol in both
morning and afternoon classes every weekday this term, so he’ll
be doing intensive language work.
This doesn’t leave a lot of free time to get used to being in
Canada and sharing Canadian experiences, but he has already
shown a willingness to become involved in his new country. If
you have ideas on activities you think he’d enjoy that you could
assist us with, please let us know.
And of course, as time goes on, our parish group, with your
help, will be working with Jafar to find a meaningful job so he
will be able to support himself when our help ends. Hand-made
jewellery was his craft in Iran.
Meanwhile, St. Cuthbert’s is still on a list with AURA, the
Diocese of Toronto sponsorship holder with the Canadian
government, for a refugee family at a point not too far in the
future.
If you are able to help with our refugee activities, please contact
the office at stcuthberts@bellnet.ca or call 416-485-0329.
— Lorna Krawchuk, Refugee Committee.

A Report fro

m

The
Wardens

The Wardens’ hope that our entire
St. Cuthbert’s parish community had
a relaxing and re-invigorating summer and
are anticipating an active and faith-filled
fall season.

The Wardens’ team has been focused on four
main areas:
• Our Children, Youth and Family Ministry –
Our Pastor, Maureen Ononiwu, has joined us
and has prepared exciting plans to grow this
key ministry.
• 125th Anniversary Celebrations – We are
anticipating a wonderful few weeks of
fellowship, memories, re-invigoration of our
faith and St. Cuthbert’s place in the broader
community. We expect to welcome back many
old and new friends!
• Facility Improvements – Our stained glass
window project will ensure protection of the
windows and contribute to improved warmth
and comfort while reducing heat loss and
related heating costs. Our first floor initiatives,
including painting and electrical upgrades,
are being made to support our Children,
Youth and Family Ministry and coincide nicely
with our 125th Anniversary plans.
• Stewardship – We continue to monitor our
budget carefully and we worked closely with
our Stewardship Committee during Phase 1 of
our campaign that culminated in a wonderful
Father’s Day Brunch. We are looking forward
to Stewardship Phase 2 this fall.
Finally, we continue to share important
information with parishioners. We believe you
will find this graphic interesting, showing our
monthly givings in 2016 compared with 2014
and 2015.

Jafar at the airport (left) with Ian McBride, the Executive Director of AURA
(our refugee sponsorship holder), and Latifa Faizi, volunteer Farsi translator.
Photo by Joanne Cantrill, part of our welcoming group.
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Activities of Note
Building our Christian Foundations
How can I know God? What is the story of Israel? Who is Jesus? How did
the church get started? What do Christians believe? Why are there so
many sorts of Christians? How can I grow in my faith? What is my part in
the Kingdom of God? These are some of the questions we’ll explore in our
Sunday Christian Foundations study.
Christian Foundations is an introduction to the good news of the Gospel
and an overview of the Bible, church history, key Christian beliefs and
core practices of our faith. You are invited to join this study beginning in
September on Sunday mornings between the two services at 9:10am to
9:40am. Please contact the office to register and reserve your workbook,
which costs $30.

Coming soon…Environmental Film Festival
Don’t miss our very own Film Festival, beginning later this fall. Featuring
environmental documentary films followed by discussion, this series
will address current environmental issues and our Christian response.
Planned by our Environmental Study Group. Watch the What’s On for
more details.

We promise to strive to safeguard the
integrity of God’s creation, and respect,
sustain and renew the life of the Earth.
– from our Anglican Baptismal covenant.
Discussing What Matters Most
On the third Thursday of the month at 1:30 pm you’ll find the discussion
group gathering to read their current book: Convictions: How I Learned
What Matters Most by Marcus Borg. All are welcome to join for an
engaging discussion. Contact Lisa Hill through the office for details.

Don’t miss it!
You are invited to the

Annual St. Cuthbert’s Women's Dinner...
which is served by the Gentlemen
of the Parish
and a good time is had by all!

Friday,
October 21st, 2016
In Lamb Hall
Doors open at
6:30 p.m.
Dinner at 7:15 p.m.

To purchase your ticket, please contact
the office at 416-485-0329
or stcuthberts@bellnet.ca.

$25

Net proceeds go to St. Cuthbert’s Refugee Sponsorship Fund.

Enriching your faith through Bible Study
We hear several scripture readings during Sunday worship, but do you ever
wonder about the context of the text, its meaning and relevance for our lives
as Christians today? Participating in a small Bible study group and asking
questions is a great way to dig deeper. Prior Bible knowledge is not required!
Different groups have varied approaches, but each is an opportunity to read
and discuss the Bible with fellow parishioners. Together we grow in faith, as
well as develop lasting friendships.
At St. Cuthbert’s, there are three Bible study groups that would love to
welcome you at any of their meetings:
• 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 5:30pm: Revealing the Kingdom - a Bible study looking at the overarching themes in Scripture.
For information contact: Marina Groulx at marina.groulx@sympatico.ca.
• 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm: Studying the Book of Job this fall. For information contact: Joanne Cantrill at joanne.
cantrill@start.ca
• Thursdays weekly at 10:45am after the 10am service: For information contact the office at stcuthberts@bellnet.ca or 416485-0329
For further information about dates and locations, contact the church office at 416-485-0329 or check the weekly What’s On
for announcements. You are always welcome.
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Back to School –

a new Beginning

Family vacations, backyard barbeques and swim parties have
been exchanged for new school supplies, packed lunches and the
sound of school bells.
It’s the beginning of a new school year! The summer break is over;
the children are heading back to school and everyone is getting
back into a routine.
As the children begin a new school year,
we are gearing up for another exciting year
for children and youth at St. Cuthbert’s.
This year, we are centering our ChurchKids
programs on the theme of new beginnings.
Beginnings can be exciting – we have a
fresh start to be about whatever we want
to be about; we can be Christ-centered
or self-centered. Beginnings have a way Maureen Ononiwu,
of determining the rest of the story. Even Pastor to Children,
the beginning words of the Bible, “In the Youth and Families
beginning God created the heavens and
the earth,” set the tone for the rest of Scripture - it is about God.
While on the subject of God, one of our exciting beginnings for
this year is a brand new curriculum that introduces children to the
story beneath all the stories of the Bible – the story of how God
loves His Children and came to rescue them. Starting from God’s
creation in Genesis to His Revelation of the Kingdom of Heaven,
the curriculum invites children to discover for themselves the one
who is at the center of God’s great salvation story — and at the
center of their story, too.
Other program highlights include a Creation Care Festival,
our Christmas Fair and Advent festivities that culminate in the
Christmas pageant. Another exciting beginning is that this is my
first year as the Pastor to Children, Youth and Families here. I am
really enjoying getting to know the families of the St. Cuthbert’s
community!
Let’s all work together to make this year exciting and impactful.
See you at ChurchKids!
For more information on the Children and Youth program at St.
Cuthbert’s, contact: Maureen Ononiwu, Pastor to Children, Youth
and Families at maureeno@bellnet.ca and at 416-485-0329 Ext. 3.

Calendar
Sept. 11:
The Ven. Dr. Michael Thompson preaching
Sept. 18 :
The Rev. Canon Beth Benson preaching
Sept. 21 to 27: Photo Directory Photo
Sessions (booking required)
Sept. 25: Family Service – Welcome Back
Sunday
Sept. 30: 7:30pm Homecoming Concert
Oct. 1: 6:00 pm Homecoming
125th Anniversary Dinner and
Entertainment (RSVP required)
Oct. 2: Homecoming Harvest
Thanksgiving: 8am worship service (BCP);
9:30am Old-fashioned hymn sing;
10am 125th worship service,
11:15am Parish Photo at Bayview Doors
followed by reception in Lamb Hall.
Oct. 16: The Rev. Katy Waugh preaching
Oct. 21: Women’s Dinner
Oct. 23: Celebration of Women Sunday
Nov. 12: 11am to 2pm – Christmas Fair
Nov. 19: Canned Food Drive
Nov. 20 – 4pm: Aslan Boys Choir Concert
Nov. 26: Canned Food Drive
Nov. 30-Dec.14: Advent Series
Dec. 17: Christmas Memorial Service
Dec. 18: Christmas Pageant
Dec. 19: Carols with Friends
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Services
Dec. 25: Christmas Day Service at 9am
Feb. 4 – 3pm: Aslan Boys Choir Concert
Feb. 26: Vestry Meeting
Feb. 28: Pancake Supper
Check the weekly
What’s On newsletter
or our website at www.
stcuthbertsleaside.com
for more details about
these events and more.
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Community Cleam Up

Volunteer Painters

The Youth Group

Picture Us!

Gardening

Preparing the pollinator garden bed

Father’s Day

One of our Servers

Christmas Fair

***

Saturday, November 12, 2016 11am-2Pm
It’s certainly not much like fall yet, but this is a gentle reminder that it won’t be long before
we start planning for our biggest annual fundraiser. We use the profits to support the
church and outreach projects. Downsizing or decluttering? We can use your donations of
kitchen items, jewellery, treasures, toys, small appliances, paperbacks, DVDs, CDs, videos.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars.
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Celebrating 125 Years

Bringing

faith

to life!

Join us for:

Come join us for St. Cuthbert’s

125th ANNIVERSARY
HOMECOMING WEEKEND
Friday, September 30 to Sunday, October 2, 2016

HOMECOMING CONCERT & RECEPTION
St. Cuthbert’s Concert Series inaugural performance
featuring: Gary Forbes, Director of Music, St. Cuthbert’s,
Members of The St. Cuthbert’s Choir and Special Guests

125th ANIVERSARY CELEBRATION DINNER
Reception at 6 • 7:15 Dinner and Entertainment
Reservations required
See invitation for information

125th ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP SERVICES
8am: Traditional BCP
9:30am: Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
10am: 125th Worship Service
Followed by: 125th Parish Photo and Reception

Friday,
September 30
7:30pm
Saturday,
October 1
6/7:15pm
Sunday,
October 2
8/9:30/10am

From the editor—
Pulling this issue together really brought home all the opportunities we have at St. Cuthbert’s to
grow and serve in our faith and in community – so much that it doesn’t all fit in a single newsletter!
Be sure to check our weekly What’s On email newsletter and bulletin board for details of upcoming events
and opportunities.
If you haven’t already, please “like” us on Facebook for news, inspiration and information about the wider
church: search for “St Cuthbert’s Leaside.” Our website at www.stcuthbertsleaside contains up-to-date
information that is ideal to share with a friend who wants to learn more about us.
With so many options to choose from, I encourage you to join me in trying something new this year – to
deepen your faith, make a new friend or find a new way to serve. — Louise Simos, Communications Chair.

6

Published by
St. Cuthbert’s
Anglican Church
1399 Bayview Ave
Toronto M4G 3A6
416-485-0329
stcuthberts@bellnet.ca
Editor: Louise Simos
Designer: Robin Dickie
Please visit our web site at
www.stcuthbertsleaside.com
Services:
Sundays: 8am and 10am
with Children’s Program
Thursdays: 10am
We appreciate your financial gifts.
Ask about pre-authorized giving,
e-transfer, weekly envelopes,
annual gifts and bequests.
Tax receipts issued for donations of
$10 or more.

It’s going to be a memorable weekend!

The first period begins on Epiphany Day and ends on Shrove or Pancake Tuesday. The second runs from Monday after Pentecost through to the
Saturday before the First Sunday of Advent. http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar/Seasons/OrdinaryTime.shtml
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Parish Tidings
An official welcome to
new members
Paul Molinaro and
Veronica Roynon.
We are sad to report
the death of parishioners
Rene Narbonne in April,
Ellen Hall on July 2,
Audrey Beattie on August 26,
and former parishioner
Norma McMinn on August 12.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with their families and friends.
Isabella June Watson
was welcomed into the
St. Cuthbert’s family and the
Anglican community through
the sacrament of Baptism
on June 12.

