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Message from the Rev. Ian LaFleur
Now that spring is in the air, all the signs are here. The birds have been
back for a while. The snow, from our few days of winter, is gone. Street
sweepers are out, as are young men and women in fast cars. Bucket hats,
light coats, bikes and broad smiles are everywhere. Spring is new life from
the death of winter.
As we leave winter and the season of Lent, it is a good time to look back
at where we have been. Lent is the annual season when Christians engage
with the realities of life and death. A meditative time, we bury our alleluias,
and journey with Jesus into the Paschal Mystery, his suffering, crucifixion,
resurrection and glorification. We consider again God’s offer of the Basileia
tou Theou, the Reign of God or Kingdom of God, and the world’s ancient
and current resistance to the same. We assess again the darkness of our
individual and corporate behaviours against the light of God’s self-giving
love fully revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.
As such we are forced to seriously consider the cost of following Jesus, the
cost of discipleship in the Kingdom of God. Lent also draws us to contemplate
our own mortality, to face the truth and overcome our fear that one day our
bodies will die. It opposes evasion, denial and trivialization of death, and
invites us to consider how our individual and corporate behaviours support
life or death; how we fracture or heal the world.
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The Rev. Ian LaFleur

The paradox is that facing death in the footsteps of Jesus is ultimately
about discovering and accepting God’s offer of renewed abundant life in
Him! Our journey to death with Him is our hope to be raised and glorified
in Him!
This contemplation is not then as depressing or morbid as it may seem. We
might consider the example of the Bhutanese who are among our planet’s
happiest peoples — yet they think about death for at least five minutes
of every day.(1) In journeying with Jesus to death on the cross, Christians
engage with death in order that they might more fully engage with life.
Lent is a good time for some spiritual pruning, to identify those bits of our
lives which need to die in order that we might live and grow in the life of
Jesus Christ, the Son God sent to save us from death.
As winter’s death has led to spring’s new life, even more does Lent’s
soberness lead to Resurrection’s joy. If we have died with Him, we shall live
with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with him!

Ecumenical
Food Drive

Blessed Resurrection to you all.—Ian+
(1)

http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20150408-bhutans-dark-secret-to-happiness
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Children & Youth

W

e are blessed to have the opportunity to love and train and
raise, to teach and praise the children and youth in our midst. It
matters not if we are their parents, we stand beside them from baptism,
through confirmation, through all the ages and stages – babies, toddlers,
children, pre-teens, youth and young adults – and are charged to be part
of their lives, part of their learning.
Children of all ages enjoy thoughtful and engaging activities at
ChurchKids every Sunday. Our Saturday Advent Adventure and annual
Christmas Pageant were highlights of the past season.
We are blessed to have active youth and young adults in our congregation
who gather over breakfast, games nights and other activities. You may
have seen them helping at the Fair, serving at the altar or reading a
lesson, but did you know they also serve in the Altar Guild, help in
the garden, get involved in outreach and even intern in various roles
alongside our adults?

Happenings

Stay Connected
By Louise Simos, Communications Chair
Pulling together the Link really brings
home how much is going on at
St. Cuthbert’s! There is never enough
room to include everything, but I hope
this issue gives you a taste of how God
is at work in our community.
For more news and details of
upcoming activities, be sure to check
out our website, stcuthbertsleaside.
com. You can also “like” our Facebook
page to receive regular updates,
Anglican news and inspiration –
did you know that 180 people already
subscribe? To join, search for “St.
Cuthbert’s Leaside” on Facebook.com.
We also send out a weekly email
called “What’s On” that contains
current news and announcements.
If you want to receive a copy by email
please contact Cindy in the office
(stcuthberts@bellnet.com) to be
added to the parish list.
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Happenings!

Sundays

Worship Service (BCP) at 8 am with children’s program and coffee hour
Worship Service (BAS) at 10 am with children’s program and coffee hour

Tuesdays

St. Andrew’s ACW: 9:30 am – 1 pm
Tai Chi: 1:30 – 2:45 pm
ACW (Anglican Church Women): 7:30 pm – first Tuesday of the month
Worship Service at Briton House (monthly)
Advisory Board meeting – 7 pm – third Tuesday of the month

Wednesdays

Bible Study: 7:30 - 8:45 pm – first and third Wednesday of the month
St. Monica’s ACW: 1:30 pm – fourth Wednesday of the month
Worship Service at the Claremont Retirement Residence (monthly)

Thursdays

Worship Service (BCP) at 10 am followed by Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 pm
Discussion Group: 1:30 pm – third Thursday of the month

Varying Schedules

Welcome, Outreach, Stewardship, Communications and Refugee Sponsorship Committees, Chancel Guild, Youth Group, Garden Group.

A lot happe
ns at
St. Cuthbert
’s every wee
k.
You are invit
ed
to get involv
ed!
Our Sunday
Welcome Te
ams
or Cindy in
our office
can direct y
ou to
someone to
learn more.

125th Anniversary Celebrations Continue

Celebrating 125 Years

by Heather Conolly,
125th Anniversary Committee Chair

Celebrating our history, specifically 125 years, has been
the focus of events during our anniversary year that
started October 2015 and continues to October 2016.
Thus far, we have restored the Bayview Doors, gathered
together for a Parish Photo, welcomed the Rev. Ian
LaFleur and his family, celebrated 125 Years with the
Rt Rev. Bishop Yu while honouring six members of longstanding with a luncheon reception, enjoyed the talents
of three visiting choirs, learned more about our history
and marked 93 years of Scouting at St. Cuthbert’s.
A variety of events and observations are still to come
with October Homecoming celebrations and Sunday
morning worship capping off this special year. Every
effort is being made to reach out to past parishioners –
your help with names and contact details to add to our
lists will be greatly appreciated.
Watch for further details about the coming events and
save the following dates in your calendars:
September 21 to 27:
The 125th Anniversary Photo Directory. Plan to have
your individual/family photos taken in time to give as
Christmas gifts! Photos will be included in our 125th
Anniversary Directory. Watch for details about scheduled
photo sittings and package prices for photos.
October 1 and 2:
Homecoming Weekend, Saturday event and Sunday
worship. Watch for details about how to volunteer to
help with these special events!
The 125th Anniversary Committee is Bev Brewer, Betty
Crichton, Kathi and Bob Davies, Diane Gray, Pat Leigh,
Beth Preston, and Heather Conolly (Chair).

faith

Bringing

to life!

Restored
Bayview Doors

Bishop Yu Honouring Six Members
of Long Standing

And another Celebration in our
125th Anniversary...
!

2016

Signs of Spring are emerging everywhere, and for us that means our Annual Spring
Fair. Come and help us celebrate our 125th Anniversary. You will find lots of amazing
shopping – everything from delicious homemade goodies to books, beautiful gift ideas,
kitchen stuff, and more. At St. Cuthbert’s, you will never go away hungry: we will have
our usual BBQ on the green and snack kiosk. When did you have cotton candy last?
Come and enjoy ours! Children’s activities will keep the children entertained while the
adults shop. Fun for everyone!
We depend on everyone to help make our fair a financial success. Once again, we will
be asking for donations to stock our booths. Watch for more details in upcoming issues
of “What’s On.”
—Dorcas Sheppard, Spring Fair Publicity

Saturday, April 30, 11:00am – 2:00pm
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Refugee Sponsorship at St. Cuthbert’s
For I was a stranger and you welcomed me. (Matthew 25:35)
by Lorna Krawchuk Refugee Sponsorship Committee Chair
“Hanging and standing” was a phrase used by my mother, and it seems
appropriate for our situation with our Refugee Sponsorship Committee
at St. Cuthbert’s.
Our parishioners and friends have been very generous, so we’ve got the
money to financially support a family of four for a year – but right now,
there aren’t families coming through the system, so we wait – hanging
and standing.
We’ve done our homework since November when we got the go-ahead
as a parish to sponsor a family. We know that we need to be prepared
to get this family feeling comfortable as quickly and as painlessly as
possible. While they will arrive with a SIN number and OHIP coverage,
we will need to:
• meet them at the airport, with an
appropriate sign, and a translator, enough
space in our vehicles for everyone, and
possibly a car seat
We donated and helped
• have temporary accommodation
sort clothing at New
arranged for the first little while
Circles, which provides
• take them clothes shopping –
clothes to refugees.
starting with New Circles
• help them find a suitable, affordable
apartment and furnish it
• have their language skills assessed at
the Y, and then get them into appropriate
ESL classes
• set up bank accounts, phone accounts,
internet and computer connections and
utility accounts
• find doctors, dentists and other health professionals as needed
• get children enrolled in school
• help them work out a monthly budget
• be prepared for other eventualities
All of this needs to happen in their first few weeks here! Check the
St. Cuthbert’s website (stcuthbertsleaside.com) for updates on our
information page, and to see how you can help.
The St.Cuthbert’s Refugee Sponsorship Committee:
Back: Joe Hill, Ted Krawchuk, Joanne Cantrill, Lilian Wells and Tiia Phisztner.
Front: Lorna Krawchuk, Bev Brewer, Lisa Hill and Ellen Briant.

Calendar
Holy Week
March 21, 22 and 23 at 7:30 pm:

Taize Service
Maundy Thursday
March 24: 6 pm

Simple Supper in
Lamb Hall followed
by Institution of
the Last Supper and
Washing of Feet at 7:30 pm
Good Friday
March 25 at 10 am:

The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Saturday, March 26 at 8 pm:

The Great Easter Vigil of the
Resurrection
Easter Day
Sunday, March 27:

8 and 10 am celebrations

Mark Your Calendar
April 30 at 11 am to 2 pm:

Spring Fair
June 11:

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner
September 21-27:

125th Anniversary Photo Directory
sittings
October 1-2:

125th Anniversary Homecoming
Weekend
October 21:

Women’s
Dinner
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Farewell to Jonathan & Beth

The Marion Singers

The Women’s Dinner
ChurchKids

Picture Us!
Summer Camp

Christmas Fair

Christmas Pageant

Toronto Synod
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God Calls Us to Invest
by Murray McCarthy, Stewardship Chair
When my grandmother was alive she would give me a coin, minted by the
Canadian mint to commemorate a special event in Canadian history, every year
for my birthday. I would look at the coin, struck by its highly polished silver or
gold finish, and then race away quickly to put it safely in a special drawer in my
nightstand.
Many years later I would be given the coins once again when my parents, in an
effort to de-clutter our family home, delivered them to me with my many other
“treasures” that I had stuck away in that drawer. These coins made me think of
my grandmother and the many memories of her love for me, but for the life of me
I couldn’t think of anything worthwhile to do with those coins.
It was as though they were valuable but I couldn’t think why. I’m pretty sure
stewardship is not squirreling away money, talents or even our time – yes time – to
be forgotten in the midst of our busy lives. God calls us to invest – invest in our
community, our church and the world. God seeks to bring about the Kingdom he
has prepared for us through us. Investing in Syrian refugees, ministry programs for
our children and youth, our community where people fail to share what we have in
abundance and yes, the building itself as we seek to use it to serve the community
of Leaside.
As we approach Easter and throughout the year I will be reflecting on the gifts of
our community and inviting us all to consider answering God’s call to invest.

The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)
In this parable, three servants are given talents (an ancient unit of currency) by their master.
The first two invest their talents and double their investment, but the third, who receives a single
talent, buries it in the ground because he is afraid to invest it. When the master calls the three to
account on his return, he praises the first two stewards for the wise use of their talents, and scolds
the third for hiding this talent in the ground. So too God has entrusted us with gifts of time and
treasure to be invested wisely for God.

?

Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner?
Saturday, June 11, 2016
Meet at the church at 6 pm for a cocktail
reception and find out where you are
going for dinner!
Tickets - Adult $40
Children under 12 - $10

6

THE LINK
Published by
St. Cuthbert’s
Anglican Church
1399 Bayview Ave
Toronto M4G 3A6
416-485-0329
stcuthberts@bellnet.ca
Editor: Louise Simos
Designer: Robin Dickie
Please visit our web site at
www.stcuthbertsleaside.com
Services:
Sundays: 8am and 10am
with Children’s Program
Thursdays: 10am
We appreciate your financial gifts.
Ask about pre-authorized giving,
e-transfer, weekly envelopes,
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Parish Tidings
A warm welcome to
new members:
Ian, Lorraine, and Alex LaFleur,
Candice, Leonard,
Nathan and Nila Ssonko,
Mona Piper and Connie Scott.
We are sad to report
the death of parishioner
Peggy Burritt on
September 7, 2015 and
former parishioners
Pat Walker on October 7, 2015
and Barbara Knapton
on December 17, 2015.
Our thoughts and prayers
are with their
families and friends.

