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Watching and waiting in the mystery of time.
Dearly Beloved in Christ, the Peace of the Lord be always with you.
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” These words are from
our Lord on the Cross, and are the final words from the Gospel for the Feast of
the Reign of Christ, which concluded Liturgical Year C, the Year of Saint Luke.
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father.” These words are from our Lord in Jerusalem,
before the Cross, and are the first words from the Gospel for the First Sunday
in Advent, which begin Liturgical Year A, the Year of Saint Matthew.
These excerpts signal different aspects of the divine mystery of time with
regard to the Kingdom of God: a Kingdom already and not yet.
The ancient Church came to understand itself as a body of people, watching and
waiting for the revelation which resolves the tension between “Today you will
be with me...” and “...about that day...no one knows”; a people commissioned
to minister, to watch and to wait, in the mystery between the incarnation, which
is already, and the eschaton, the last day, which is yet to come.
St. Matthew’s narrates this mystery, of the incarnation, ministry, Pascha or
Passion of our Lord, from a particularly Israelite perspective. Through unique
genealogy and miraculous birth St. Matthew signs our Lord as the long awaited
Israelite Messiah, whose advent signifies the end of a time or era. Our Lord
inaugurates the dawning or advent of a new day or age. In this new day, the
whole cosmos will come to know and love the true nature of God, Who is the
Creator of the cosmos and, Who has been long sensed in creation, and most
amply revealed to the people of Israel.
In Matthew’s Gospel, our Lord’s incarnation fulfills the entire arc of divine
justice signified in the Torah, the Prophets and the Writings, the constituent
libraries of the Hebrew Bible, today! Today, Immanuel, God is with us (1:23)!
At the Lord’s Ascension, St. Matthew signs God’s intention that Immanuel be
revealed to the ends of the earth. The Church, the Body of Christ in the World,
is that Temple or Dwelling of God’s Holy Spirit, through which the cosmos will
be baptised, or better, immersed, i.e., re-born, in the reality of God revealed
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (28:16-20).
The Church is commissioned to impart the teachings or commandments of
Jesus, in word and sign, by a distinctly neighbourly and mercy filled way of
living that reveals that healing hesed, which is the steadfast love and mercy
of God Transcendent, The Unity Who, creates, maintains and, in Jesus, renews
and reconciles all creation; until that day. Keep your stick on the ice! The Lord
Bless and Keep you always in the palm of His hand. A Blessed and Holy Advent
to you all! Ian+
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The Hon. David MacDonald,
ACW president Lilian Wells,
Kairos Executive Director Jennifer Henry,
MP Rob Oliphant and the Rev. Ian LaFleur
celebrate Women’s Week.

Growing Healthy Stewards
(GHS) Process Update
Our Growing Healthy Stewards (GHS) team
continues its work in 2019. This year, we enjoyed
inspiring talks by Lay Witnesses and several
homilies from Father Ian and Deacon Sherri with
a Stewardship focus.
This issue, we recognize and appreciate those
Parishioners who gave Lay Witness recently:
•	Muriel Wissell – May 5. Muriel highlighted her
desire to give back to St. Cuthbert’s through
her leadership of our Spring and Christmas
Fairs.
•	Diane Gray – May 12. Diane shared the key
role our Welcome and Fellowship Ministries
play in our life together at St. Cuthbert’s.
•	Martin Glebe – May 19. Martin shared his
desire to give back to St. Cuthbert’s.
•	Alain Rivet – May 26. Alain told how his family
first came to St. Cuthbert’s, and how it is so
important to “act like a Christian.”
•	Mary Wells – October 6. Mary recalled how her
parents instilled in her a spirit of giving back
while she was growing up in the 1950s.
•	Joanne Cantrill – October 20. Joanne focused
on the importance of our Outreach Ministries
such as AURA and FaithWorks and that we
need to support these ministries financially.
•	Tim Sellers – October 27. Tim recalled his
deep St. Cuthbert’s roots and why he gives
his support in particular to our Outreach and
Advocacy ministries.
•	Wency Keast – November 3. Wency recalled the
example her parents set of the responsibility to
give, and to give back when she was growing
up in India; and that she tries to continue in
that pattern.
We thank all our Lay Witnesses once again for
sharing their faith with us!
As you know, we have many property and
personnel expenses to address. Please do what
you can to continue to support GHS at St.
Cuthbert’s. If you are interested in joining us or
helping in any way, please see a member of the
GHS committee; Ian Beverley, Heather Conolly,
Wency Keast, Ted Krawchuk, Claire le Riche, Tim
Sellers, Chris Vyse and Father Ian LaFleur. ✞
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Year to Date
Monthly Attendance 2017 - 2019
We continue to monitor our weekly attendance carefully. Week to week
attendance may vary, however, we are looking to maintain and grow our
weekly attendance year over year. However overall attendance is holding
at the average for the past three years. Please let your friends and family
know that St. Cuthbert’s is a welcoming place to worship our Lord Jesus
Christ. Please extend an invitation to worship with us at St. Cuthbert’s.
Please remember our St. Cuthbert’s Table service, usually on the First
Sunday afternoon of a month.
With Appreciation, Your Wardens.

St. Cuthbert’s

FAIR

April 25, 2020 • 11am-2 pm

Year to Date Offerings by Month 2017 - 2019
We thank our fellow parishioners for stepping up their contributions
during August and September as shown. As we’ve discussed many times.
Our annual giving pattern includes significant increase in giving during
the final three months of the year. Our fiscal health depends on all of us
stepping up again this year. Each of us needs to do what we can to honour
our commitments to St. Cuthbert’s and to be good stewards of all God’s
gifts. Please remember that this year we have unforeseen repair and
property expenses to cover. With Appreciation, Your Wardens.

Property Matters

coming up!

Pastoral Christmas Eucharist
& Lunch

At St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside, we recognize that timely and
effective maintenance is essential to the good health,
safety and preservation of our building. Observing
Diocesan manuals, legislated guidelines, professional
building assessments, risk management reports, health
and safety guidelines and energy audit guidelines ensures
we are following good governance practices.
This past fall our focus turned to the Sanctuary roof.
After discovering leaks and experiencing raindrops falling
on our heads, a comprehensive search for a responsible,
skilled and trusted roofing company was undertaken.
The contract was awarded to Anax Roofing Inc. whose
attention to the protection of the inside of our Sanctuary
as well as their attentive work on the roof are just

Thursday, December 19th, 11 am: Pastoral Christmas Eucharist,
followed by lunch in the Fellowship Room, for anyone unable
to attend the regular Christmas Services. RSVP to Cindy, our
Parish Administrator at 416-485-0329 by December 17th. ✞

Town Hall NOTICE
On January 19th, 2020, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside will hold a Town
Hall meeting. At this meeting, we will initiate a process of
Parish discernment regarding same sex marriage.
Through a process of prayer, education and consultation, we
plan to discern and build consensus about whether or not we,

two examples of why they were entrusted with this
vital project.
Parishioners interested in learning more about ongoing
property issues are encouraged to read What’s On, attend
the Vestry Meeting or speak directly to the Coordinator
of Property and Maintenance or Wardens, Ian Beverley
or Tim Sellers. —Respectfully submitted, Heather Conolly,
Coordinator, Property & Maintenance. ✞

that is Priest and People, are willing to become an affirming
Parish where same-sex marriages will occur. ✞

HEATHER CONOLLY

St. Cuthbert’s traditional Pancake Supper will be held on
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 from 5:30-7:15 pm. Shrove Tuesday
(the day before Lent) is always an evening of intergenerational
fun and friendship and we hope you will plan to join us.
Our energetic chefs, Diane Gray and Betty Crichton, assisted
by a crew of sous-chefs and kitchen staff will be offering a
delicious dinner including pancakes, sausages and refreshments.
Entertainment from the Children, Youth and Family Ministry
team always surprises and delights!
Watch for information closer to the date regarding ticket sales
and volunteer sign-up sheets. This is a favorite parish event for
both attendees and volunteers. We encourage you to invite
your family and your neighbours to join the fun and experience
true St. Cuthbert’s hospitality. We look forward to celebrating
with you again! Respectfully submitted, The Pancake Team—
Heather, Betty and Diane. ✞

PANCAKE DINNER 2019

HEATHER CONOLLY

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Bayview Frontage Project
At a well-attended Special Vestry on Sunday, October
27, 2019, the following three motions concerning the
Bayview Frontage Project were approved.
i)	That Vestry approve the project and capital cost
estimates presented for the Bayview Frontage
Project.
ii)	That Vestry authorize a capital fundraising campaign
from Parish, Diocesan and other sources to fund the
Bayview Frontage Project, based on the capital cost
estimates presented.
iii)	That Vestry approve a phased implementation of the
Bayview Frontage Project, in phases matched to funds
raised from Parish, Diocesan and other sources. ✞

3

Welcome to
Mbitsemunda and Kimonyo

JOANNE CANTRILL

Advent Study

A lot has happened in the past few months. During the
summer, our committee made the decision to apply through
AURA (Anglican United Refugee Alliance), to sponsor two men
who are a couple, originally from Rwanda but living in Kenya.
Early in the fall, we combined forces with the Church of St.
Augustine of Canterbury, just north of us on Bayview, to work
on this sponsorship, and on October 15 we met Mbitsemunda
and Kimonyo at the airport.
We have been fortunate that Bob and Kathi Davies agreed to
provide them with temporary accommodation while we find a
suitable long-term apartment for them. In the meantime, we
have been collecting housewares, and will start on furniture
as soon as we have an apartment. All members of our joint
committee have cooperated in trying to make the welcome
to Canada as easy as possible for our two new friends. All
the necessary paperwork has been processed, English classes
have started, and they are learning their way around our
neighbourhood and the city – even volunteering at the Women’s
Dinner and the Christmas Fair!
We appreciate your goodwill towards them, as well as dedicated
financial support through our Refugee Sponsorship Fund at the
church.—The Refugee Sponsorship Committee of St. Cuthbert’s,
Leaside and the Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury. ✞

St. Cuthbert’s Table.
As a prayerful way to enter into the season, join us on the first
Sunday of Advent for our St. Cuthbert’s Table evening service.
We will share together in prayer and conversation around the
Gospel, with moving music woven throughout. As always, our St.
Cuthbert’s Table service concludes with a meal together. Come
and see! Dates are Sunday, Dec. 1st for Advent, which will have
a focus on the music of Taizé; See Calendar for dates in the new
year, all at 4:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. ✞
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Julian of Norwich, an English mystic of the
middle ages, wrote that “Prayer fastens the
soul to God.” Whether we have been praying
our whole lives, or we consider ourselves
novices, God is always inviting us into a deeper
relationship. The topic of our Advent Study this
year is Prayer 101: an invitation to deepen our
knowledge and practice of prayer as we explore
various prayer forms and traditions. How do we
learn to listen to God? How may we develop
a life of prayer in the midst of our busy days?
Join us for three Wednesday evening sessions December 4, 11, and 18, all at 7:30 pm. We will
touch on Biblical teaching on prayer, Anglican
spirituality and praying the daily office, and
various prayer practices including the Examen,
Lectio Divina, and Contemplative prayer. Our
study of prayer will continue in March with
Prayer 201 as the focus of our Lenten Study.
Deacon Sherri welcomes any questions or
inquiries regarding these studies. ✞

Christmas Sharing
In 2018, St. Cuthbert’s participated
in the Moorelands Kids Christmas
Sharing Adopt a Family Program. We
provided the means for 7 families to have a
nice Christmas dinner by giving grocery store
vouchers in the amount of $25.00 per family
member. We also collectively provided gifts
for the 15 children in our 7 adopted families.
Each child was given warm mitts, a hat,
and a minimum of 2 gifts. Donations were
collected over several weeks and our delivery
to Moorelands was organized for December
5, 2018.
We are participating in this program again
in 2019 as the feedback we receive from
Moorelands Kids is very positive and many
parishioners enjoy participating in this
charitable project. We received our families for
this Christmas in November, in order for the
gifts to be on their way at the beginning of
December for delivery before Christmas. Thank
you for your generosity. ✞

Our bountiful gardens!

Calendar

By the time you read this, our grounds will have been made ready for
winter. As usual, 2019 proved to be another busy year for all things
green.
•	Our vegetable gardens were expanded to the benefit of not only
the parish, but the Flemingdon Food Bank. (See Lorraine Green
LaFleur’s wonderful report below)
•	We took delivery of two cisterns which have made a wonderful
contribution to the “greening” of our parish.
•	Our lawns and flower gardens were again lush and colourful, and
a joy to many – both parishioners and our community at large.
•	None of this would have been possible without the hundreds of
volunteer hours by so many members of the parish, as well as the
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/Guides. Special thanks to our sexton Dave
Matte for his invaluable help all season; Leaside Landscaping for
another delivery of wonderful soil to top up our vegetable gardens;
and Canadian Tire for 150 garden waste bags. (It may be hard to
believe, but we go through over 200 bags/year.)—With a grateful
heart, Nancy Wahlroth, for the Gardening Committee. ✞

Dec. 1 – St. Cuthbert’s Table – 4:30 pm
Dec. 4 – Advent study #1 – 7:30 pm
Dec. 11 – Advent Study #2 – 7:30 pm
Dec. 15 –Christmas Pageant – 8 am service
Dec. 16 – Carols with Friends – 7 pm
Dec. 18 – Advent Study 3 – 7:30 pm
Dec. 19 – Pastoral Eucharist and Luncheon –11am
Dec. 21 – Christmas Memorial service – 4 pm
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve – 4 pm service
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve – 8 pm service
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve – 10:30 pm service
Dec. 25 – Christmas morning with carols – 9 am
Jan. 5 – Epiphany – Services at 8 am and 10 am
Jan. 12 – St. Cuthbert’s Table – 4:30 pm
Jan. 19 – Town Hall Meeting on Same-sex marriage
Jan. 21 – Parish Advisory Board – 7 pm
Jan. 31 – Volunteer recognition evening – 7:30 pm

ST. CUTHBERT’S VEGETABLE GARDEN is having a bountiful year.
So far, this year, the gardening team made 15 trips to the foodbank
delivering a variety of produce including lettuce, kale, tomatoes,
peppers, cucumbers and zucchinis. At a very conservative estimate
the church donated over $4,200 of fresh, healthy food to the foodbank
and we still plan another delivery before winter.
This year the garden was expanded to include a children’s area that
generated great enthusiasm from the 8am ChurchKids.
The garden also produced enough vegetables that our members
were able to help themselves regularly after church or anytime. As an
additional benefit, the garden is a great space where our members
can meet, greet, hangout, discuss food and share recipes.
—Lorraine Green LaFleur. ✞

Feb. 2 – St. Cuthbert’s Table – 4:30 pm
Feb. 8 – Growing Healthy Stewards – 9 am to noon

– all invited
Feb. 9 – Vestry Town Hall – after 10 am service
Feb. 23 – Vestry – after 10 am service
Feb. 25 – Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Dinner

– 5:30 pm to 7:15 pm
Feb. 26 – Ash Wednesday – Services 10 am

and 7:30 pm
March 4 – Lenten Study 1 – 7:30 pm
March 11 – Lenten Study 2 – 7:30 pm
March 17 – Parish Advisory Board – 7:00 pm
March 18 – Lenten Study 3 – 7:30 pm

LORRAINE GREEN LAFLEUR

March 25 – Lenten Study 4 – 7:30 pm
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Picture Us!

CHRISTMAS FAIR!
WOMEN’S WEEK

THE WOMEN’S DINNER

Reflections from our Assistant Curate
“Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him.” (Psalm 37:7). During Advent, we prayerfully prepare our hearts for
the coming of the Christ Child. It’s a season when we often become aware of the longings of the heart, things for which we
are waiting: and sometimes, the waiting can feel long. From waiting at the doctor’s office, to waiting through difficult times,
to waiting in hope for something to change or to come, few of us find the experience of waiting an easy thing. But let us
recall that we do not wait alone: as we wait, we return again and again to the presence of God, knowing that God waits
quietly with us. When we come to God in our times of waiting, we are promised that God is already there, waiting for us,
and that God deeply desires to provide for us as we wait with loving-kindness and compassion. In this season may we learn
to rest in stillness before God. And may we wait hopefully, knowing that God has come to us in a baby: the miraculous gift
of God-with-us (Emmanuel). ✞
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PHOTOS BY MURIEL WISSELL, LORNA KRAWCHUK, JANE MILLIGAN

Tesla Hunter from Native Women’s Resource Centre of Toronto

CHERYL COX

originally the Phoenix Project
Several years ago, parishioner
Carrie Cox approached the
Anglican Church Women
(ACW) about a possible
collaborative project
between her, the
ACW and the parish
to provide assistance
to women and their
families leaving the
shelter system. It was known
as the Phoenix Project. This has
since changed to be called The ROHO Project.
The ROHO Project aims to bring beauty into
the lives of women and children who have been
impacted by domestic violence and trauma.
ROHO, which stands for “Room of Her Own,”
recognizes the significance of having a space
that feels not just safe, but also beautiful to
come home to at the end of each day.
This past summer, with a significant birthday
in the offing, Carrie decided to ask her friends
for gifts to be used for this project. With this
financial boost, she was able to coordinate with
a women’s shelter to provide six “Welcome
Home Kits” – each containing $150.00 for
purchases at Home Depot and $150.00 for
HomeSense, as well as the inspirational
children’s book The Darkest Dark by astronaut
Chris Hadfield.
This fall, with the support of St. Cuthbert’s
ACW, and the support of our parish priest,
she applied for a York-Scarborough Area
FaithWorks Grant. She was delighted to receive
acknowledgement recently that she had been
approved for a $3,000.00 grant to further
this project.
Over the coming months, you will be hearing
more about this project, and how you can help.
In Carrie’s words: “It has been my dream
for many years to bring this project to life,
and it wouldn’t have been possible without
all of your encouragement and support.
www.therohoproject.com. ✞

Advocacy at St. Cuthbert's
This fall our parish worked on fulfilling our Vestry pledge to partner
with groups and coalitions working to maintain the minimum wage
increase and labour protections of Bill 148, and advocate for
these policies ourselves. An October federal election handout
was provided for parishioners about the poverty reduction
strategy and increasing the minimum wage for federal
sector workers. Also in October was the Danforth Multifaith
Community’s Chew on This gathering. An imam, rabbi and
minister spoke at the mosque about the importance in all of
our faith traditions of caring for the poor; then we sang as
we walked along
the Danforth to
raise awareness about
poverty and hunger
reduction, finishing up
at the sukkah to break
bread together.
I n N o v e m b e r, a
petition to advocate
for increasing the minimum wage in Ontario to $15/hour was
supported by many parishioners. It was sent to the Premier, Minister
of Labour, NDP critic for Labour and our local MPP.
We continue to look for opportunities to advocate for a living wage
for all – one way to care for our neighbours. The diocese has recently
announced that the 2020 Vestry motion will be centred on taking
action on climate change – watch for details. Please let us know of
any questions or suggestions.
Joanne Cantrill, on behalf of the Advocacy Group. ✞

JOANNE CANTRILL

The ROHO Project

Nominations for
positions at Vestry 2020
The governance of St. Cuthbert’s Church is prescribed by
the Diocese of Toronto and its canons. We have a Rector’s Warden, a
People’s Warden, and their deputies, and we have a Parish Advisory
Board composed of the chairs of various committees. This is the time
of year when we start looking towards our February Vestry meeting
where these appointments and elections will be confirmed.
If you have held a position of responsibility at St. Cuthbert’s, you
know how this works. If you have not, this might be a time to think
about where your talents and inclinations lie – and where you can
contribute to our community life in the coming year.
There will be more details in What’s On in the near future. In the
meantime, we ask you to think about where you could best help.—
Ellen Briant, Chair, Nominations Committee. ✞
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THE LINK

This committee has just commenced work. The first steps are to understand
the report of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Committee, and the calls to
action especially as they relate to the Anglican Church, and what the church
has already done in response. We are focusing on the responsibilities of
parishes and exploring resources that can be of assistance to St. Cuthbert’s.
—Lilian Wells and Wency Keast ✞
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St. Cuthbert’s Committee on Mission is hard at work, meeting monthly with
Janet Marshall, Director of Congregational Development, as we work through
a Mission Action Planning process. Though there is a lot of excitement at the
table, we are committed to working patiently through every step of the 4-6
month process, with the end target of implementing some concrete missional
goals for St. Cuthbert’s. These could include what is termed a “missional
stretch” – new initiatives to build connections with individuals and families
in our neighbourhoods; as well as congregational “pilates,” strengthening
the core of missional aspects of what we do. Currently, we are taking an
in-depth look at our ministry context such as the demographics within our
parish neighbourhoods, to get a sense of the hopes, needs and concerns of
our community…with news to come of exciting next steps. Mission is about
being “sent out” to share the good news of Jesus Christ: as a church, let us
continue to pray for God’s leading in this vital work. ✞
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Committee on Mission
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Truth & Reconciliation Committee
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Contact information: Priest and Pastor
The Rev. Ian LaFleur
Office 416 485 0329 • Cell 647 974 5156
Assistant Curate
The Rev. Sherri Golisky
Office 416 485 0329 •
curatestcuthberts@gmail.com
Director of Music, Gary Forbes
Office 416 485 0329
Garyforbes07@gmail.com
Editor: Lorna Krawchuk
Designer: Robin Dickie
Please visit our web site at
www.stcuthbertsleaside.com
Services:
Sundays: 8am: Holy Eucharist,
Book of Common Prayer
10am: Holy Eucharist,
Book of Alternative Services
Children’s Program at both services.
Thursdays: 10am, Holy Eucharist,
Book of Common Prayer
St. Cuthbert’s Table: see Calendar for dates
We appreciate your financial gifts.
Ask about pre-authorized giving, e-transfer,
weekly envelopes, annual gifts and
bequests.
Tax receipts issued for donations of
$10 or more.

Advent marks the beginning of the church year, but we also have
the regular everyday calendar, with January not that far off either;
and Janus looked both forward and back.
As we reflect on 2019, the various property issues – roofs, drains,
underground tanks...certainly put us all on notice that attention
must be paid. We are grateful to our Property Co-ordinator, Heather
Conolly, who so ably paid attention. A plan on how
A NOTE FRO
to go forward with our Bayview Frontage Project
M
was also important. But as well, this past fall, we
enjoyed the visit of our Area Bishop, The Rt. Rev.
Kevin Robertson, Women’s Week (which included
a speaker from the Native Women’s Resource
Centre of Toronto, our Women’s Dinner, and a
guest preacher, Jennifer Henry, the Executive Director

The
Wardens

of Kairos), the arrival of Mbitsemunda and Kimonyo from
Rwanda, as well as our wonderful Christmas Fair.
And as we look forward to 2020, we see some
challenges, but we also see the skilled and caring
people of St. Cuthbert’s who are with us to help shoulder
the load.
Your Warden team – Chris, Lorna, Tim and Ian B. ✞
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Parish Tidings

Welcome to new members
Lawrie and David Scott.
We are sad to report the deaths of
parishioner Cecil Moody on August 29,
of former parishioner Eric Cousineau on
September 14 and of friend of
St. Cuthbert’s, Eva White, on September
30. Our thoughts and prayers are with
their family and friends.

