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Right: Bishop Michael Bedford-Jones with confirmands
Megan Emily Baran and Charley Anne Simpson.
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—The Reverend Sherri Golisky, Assistant Curate.
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The practice of baptizing on Easter is almost as old as the church itself, and
today, baptisms and confirmations are a joyous element of many Easter vigil
services. This season, therefore, is a wonderful time for all of us to renew the
promises of our own baptism; to re-examine and re-commit to our promises
to live out our faith in the church and in the world.
The Baptismal Covenant in the Book of Alternative Services asks us the
following 6 questions:
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour
as yourself?
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect
the dignity of every human being?
Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect,
sustain and renew the life of the Earth?
Together, these comprise the ministry to which each of us is called through
our baptism, and in response, we answer with the promise, “I will, with God’s
help.” With God’s help is key: we do not fulfill the promises out of our own
efforts or resources, but instead, God enables and inspires us. God will give
us the strength, wisdom, and grace we need.
I encourage us all to take a chance to read through these
promises, to reflect on each one, to consider what it may
look like concretely in your own life to live them out more
fully. Perhaps a helpful suggestion is to pray about one
specific promise on which you would like to intentionally
focus in the coming weeks and months, and to reflect upon
what steps you might take to commit to it more deeply. May
we know the abundance of life that is found in our vocation
as Christ’s disciples, and live out our faith in the world.
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Advocacy @ St. Cuthbert’s

Property &
Maintenance
On April 3rd and 4th, 2019 we completed our third
building assessment complying with the Diocesan
Building Inspection Program. The inspection,
completed by CDW Engineering, examined the
various components of our building that keep us
warm, safe, dry and healthy including: electrical,
heating, ventilation, A/C, plumbing, roofing, Interior,
structure, exterior and the site.
As previously reported, their report provided a 10year timeline of recommendations with suggested
priorities. Our old building will require the continued
attention that we have paid it during the past 10
years and accordingly will continue to require our
financial investment.
As approved at the February 23, 2020 Vestry
property projects including flat roofs, on-going
water management, hot water heaters, ongoing
masonry repairs, possible A/C upgrades as well as
daily maintenance will be the continued focus for
the property team. Where possible we will dovetail
property issues with special projects to better
manage our financial resources.
Please feel free to direct any questions you have
regarding property to me or the Deputy Wardens,
Ian Beverley and Tim Sellers.—Heather Conolly,
Coordinator, Property and Maintenance.

Bayview Frontage
The Special Vestry meeting held in October
of 2019 gave our planning team permission to
proceed with the plans for the church’s Bayview
frontage – with the caveat that physical work done
would be dependent on money specifically raised
for the project. That fundraising is proceeding, and
there is already some money in hand. We have
contracted a stonemason to work on the wall to the
north of the church entry steps, and have permit
permission for the sign we wish to install.
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The Advocacy Group will be helping our parish
fulfill the first section of the Vestry motion on
climate change. St. Cuthbert’s will be asking our
national and local governments to address concerns
regarding: fossil fuel industry subsidies; emissions
targets; transitioning to a low-carbon economy;
and assisting vulnerable populations adapt to the
impact of climate change on their environments. For
more information, consider reading Backgrounder:
Taking Action on Climate Change and the Diocese of
Toronto Policy Paper on Environmental Issues – both
on the diocesan website.
Following up on our 2019 Vestry pledge, our petition
to increase the minimum wage to $15/hr and a meeting
with our local MPP Kathleen Wynne, we are asking the
provincial parties to make poverty reduction and a living
wage a priority in their 2022 party platforms. Letters
were recently sent to the Liberal leadership candidates,
and we are planning to contact all the provincial party
leaders in the coming months.
Would you like to be involved in our parish’s advocacy
efforts? It’s one way to live out our baptismal covenant
to strive for the dignity of every human being, and
to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation. Contact
Joanne Cantrill joanne.cantrill@start.ca and watch for
updates in What’s On.

NEW CIRCLES
CLOTHING DRIVE
April 26 to May 10 inclusive.
Spring and summer are on the
way so now is the time to begin
sorting through last year’s spring/summer
clothing to purge what we no longer need or want.
New Circles is more than happy to receive the
clothing to distribute to their clients, many of whom
are refugees – (gently-used and clean items only
please). Also please note, New Circles does not
accept undergarments or socks unless in original,
unopened, packages.
Donations may be left in the specially marked bin
inside the St. Cuthbert’s Rd. doors.
We are beginning the twelfth year of semi-annual
clothing drives at St. Cuthbert’s! Thank you for your
continuing support of this wonderful organization.—
Nancy Wahlroth for the Outreach Committee.

FaithWorks
At our Vestry meeting in 2019, the
Parish moved, as part of a Social
Justice motion, to increase FaithWorks
givings by 10%. Parishioners certainly
took our pledge seriously as we
raised $9,460.89, which represents
three times the amount collected for
FaithWorks in 2018!
We collected $1,868.89 from the
proceeds of the High Tea and $7,592.00
from regular parishioner contributions.
All proceeds from the High Tea have been
sent to All Saints Church Community
Centre. Eighty-five percent of the
parishioner contributions of $7,592.00 will
be given to the Diocese, to be distributed
to various FaithWorks Ministry partners.
Every year St. Cuthbert’s Church
retains 15% of the total amount
collected for FaithWorks, to be given
to an organization of our choice. This
year the Outreach Committee decided
to send our 15%, or $1,138.80, to
The Anishnawbe Health Foundation.
The Anishnawbe Health Foundation
is a registered charity which supports
improved health and wellness for the
Aboriginal community in Toronto.
I have been asked about projections
for 2020 FaithWorks contributions.
I am unable to make a projection as
parishioners are not asked to pledge an
amount to FaithWorks. Over the next
few months, I will write a few paragraphs
for What’s On regarding FaithWorks’
various Ministry partners, encouraging
parishioners to donate to FaithWorks.
Please continue to support our
FaithWorks partners in the Diocese of
Toronto.—Lorraine Short

Year to Date Monthly Attendance
2017 - 2019
Our monthly attendance comparing 2017 to 2019 year to date is included above.
We continue to monitor our weekly attendance carefully.
Week to week attendance may vary, however, we are looking to
maintain and grow our weekly attendance year over year.
As was shared at our Vestry Meeting in February 2020, we are pleased that our
attendance in 2019 recovered to historical levels after a slight dip in 2018.
Please let your friends and family know that St. Cuthbert’s is a welcoming place
to worship our Lord Jesus Christ. Please extend an invitation to worship with
us at St. Cuthbert’s. Please remember our St. Cuthbert’s Table service
at 4:30 pm on the first Sunday of each month.
With Appreciation — Your Wardens

Year to Date Offerings by Month 2017 - 2019
We thank our fellow parishioners for stepping up their contributions during
2019. As we discussed at our Vestry Meeting in February 2020, 2019 was another
strong financial year. Even without a generous one-time gift in October 2019, we
would still have finished 2019 approximately $8,000 ahead of a very strong 2018!
As noted at Vestry, this is outstanding performance!
Our fiscal health depends on all of us stepping up again in 2020. Each of us
needs to do what we can to honour our commitments to St. Cuthbert’s and to be
good stewards of all God’s gifts. With Appreciation — Your Wardens
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Paul Gibson’s Homily
In the Rev. Paul Gibson’s homily,
delivered for him by his daughter,
Amanda, he outlined the differing
versions of the Easter story in the Gospels
of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John.
He concludes: “The variations in form of the Easter story and
the inconsistencies if a literal interpretation is attempted, make it
clear that this is not the intention of the Gospel writers. We have
to use more subtle tools of investigation. Jesus shows himself
to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberius and reconciles himself
to Thomas (who did not believe) and then to Peter (who had
denied him). He presides over a breakfast of grilled fish, which
were part of an enormous catch to which he has guided them.
The underlying meaning of the Easter story is that death has
not driven him into the past. His Mission continues. The gospels
continue its story but they do not conclude it. Rather, they give
it voice in different tones and harmonies. Most important of
all, the mission is ours. Where we claim and proclaim justice,
compassion, mercy and peace, the Easter story goes on and
we are the agents of resurrection. That is what it means to be
a Christian. Amen.”
—Excerpted with permission, December 22, 2019.

St. Cuthbert’s

FAIR

POSTPONED
Novel coronavirus affects us all. As a result of the
pandemic of novel coronavirus (covid-19), there are
many changes at St. Cuthbert’s, and they are coming
thick and fast. We already had a good cleaning routine
for our Sexton. This has been updated to try and keep
surfaces clean and safe.
We are now changing how we interact with each other.
We all need to be thinking not only of our own health,
but of the health of others in the church and in our
neighbourhood.
So, you will see that the Spring Fair is postponed until
further notice. Other church and church property events
may be affected as well. Please bear with us as we do
our best to make sure we all stay safe in our church
community.
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Join the wave of global prayer

May 21 — 31

thykingdomcome.global

Thy Kingdom Come is a global, ecumenical
prayer movement that began in 2016 with
the Church of England, and by 2019 had
172 countries participating! Christians around the
world pray as individuals, families, and as church
communities during the 11 days from Ascension
Day to Pentecost. Here at St. Cuthbert’s, there
will be special prayer activities for all ages –
watch for details in What’s On. If you would like
to help plan our Thy Kingdom Come program,
please speak to Jan Goodman jangmnc@rogers.
com or Joanne Cantrill joanne.cantrill@start.ca.

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study resumes April 1st, when we’ll continue
our reading of 2 Samuel – and it’s never too late to
join us in this adventure! We’ll read of David and
his faith, kingship and personal life, and how they
intersect (and sometimes it gets messy!) We meet on
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9pm in the
Gathering Space. Check out What’s On or the bulletin
board for meeting dates and what’s being discussed.

Information Technology
A permanent sound system has been installed in
Lamb Hall, with an extension out to the Green. The
system can also accommodate 4 microphones and
several hearing assisted devices.
A digital display will be installed soon in the foyer.
It will be able to convey digital announcements
of church events and services.—Martin Glebe,
Information Technology Coordinator.

Dorcas Sheppard

LORNA KRAWCHUK

Order of the Diocese of Toronto
The Order of the Diocese of Toronto “honours members of the
laity who have given outstanding service over a significant period
of time in their volunteer ministry.”
It is no surprise then that Dorcas Sheppard was one of those
honoured at a New Year’s Day service at St. James Cathedral.
Dorcas was baptised in the same church in which her parents were
married – what is now the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in
Corner Brook, Newfoundland. When the family moved to Toronto,
we are fortunate that they chose to live in our neighbourhood,
which brought Dorcas to St. Cuthbert’s in 1965.
In the early days, working at the head office of Ontario Hydro
downtown, her time for church activities was limited. But after she
settled in, she certainly made up for lost time.
Take a deep breath. Currently, she is a reader, communion assistant
and an intercessor for the 10 am Sunday services. She chairs the
Chancel Guild – especially ensuring that beautiful flowers are
decorating the church every Sunday and for all special feasts. Dorcas
has been a faithful member of the Thursday Morning Bible Study
Group since the late 1990s. Tuesdays, she quilts with St. Andrew’s
Group in the Fellowship Room, and is also their president. Dorcas
continues to serve as St. Cuthbert’s contact with the World Day of
Prayer, held each year in the neighbourhood in March. Oh yes, and
she organizes and finds workers for the knitting, quilting and baking
tables at our twice-annual Fairs. Last summer, she led Morning Prayer
on Thursday mornings during August when Fr. Ian was on holidays.
Doesn’t that make you tired?
Over the years, Dorcas has had a strong involvement with Anglican
Church Women in our parish. She was originally a member and then
president of St. Anne’s Group, who organized a stand-alone book
sale for many years. She also served as overall president of what
were then, seven Anglican Church Women’s Groups in the parish.
She also edited a monthly
version of The Link for 11
years.
As it says in the citation
with her award: “She
shares in the mission and
ministry of the church
through innumerable acts
of loving kindness in the
parish and beyond.” Well
done, good and faithful
servant. Thank you Dorcas.
—Lorna Krawchuk

Calendar
April 5 – Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday – 8 am

and 10 am services
April 5 – St. Cuthbert’s Table – 4:30 pm
April 6, 7, 8 – Taizé Service - 7:30 pm
April 9 – Simple Supper – 5:30 pm
April 9 - Maundy Thursday Service – 7:30 pm
April 10 – Good Friday – 10 am service
April 11 – Holy Saturday Vigil – 8 pm service
April 12 – Easter – 8 am and 10 am services
April 14 – Pastoral Easter Eucharist & Lunch – 11 am
April 26 – May 10 – New Circles Clothing Drive
May 2 – Garden Cleanup 9:00 am to noon
May 3 – St. Cuthbert’s Table. 4:30 pm service
May 10 – Mother’s Day – 8 am and 10 am services
May 21 – Ascension Day – 7:30 pm service
May 21– May 31 – Thy Kingdom Come
May 24 – Jerusalem Sunday –

8 am and 10 am services
May 26 – Parish Advisory Board – 7 pm
May 31 – The Day of Pentecost –

8 am and 10 am services
June – National Indigenous History Month
June 7 – Truth & Reconciliation Committee

presentation – Lunch and Learn
June 7– St. Cuthbert’s Table – 4:30 pm
June 16 – Parish Advisory Board – 7 pm
June 21 – Father’s Day & National Indigenous Day

of Prayer 8 am and 10 am services
June 28 – Commemoration of Canada Day –

8 am and 10 am services
June 28 – End of term BBQ – after 10 am service
June 28 – Toronto PRIDE Parade
July 6-10 – Summer Day Camp – host location –

Church of the Transfiguration
August 6 – Feast of the Transfiguration
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PANCAKE SUPPER

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT

Franco and his
daughter doing
a bread pickup
from Cobs.
Some of our sponsor group wearing
Maasai Shuka blankets given by
Mbitsemunda and Kimonyo.

Picture Us!
6

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Joanne helps
Kimonyo clean his
new apartment.

PHOTOS BY KATHI DAVIES, LORNA KRAWCHUK, SARAH CHARLEY, JOANNE CANTRILL AND DESMOND BRETT.

CONFIRMATION

Second Anniversary!

JOANNE CANTRILL

The arrival of Lubna and family.

In collaboration with our Anglican neighbours Church of the
Transfiguration and St. Augustine of Canterbury, we will be offering
a Summer Day Camp, Monday, July 6 - Friday, July 10, 9am-3pm
(with optional extended hours of 8am-5pm). Location is the Church
of the Transfiguration, 111 Manor Road East.
Children age 4-12 are invited to join for what promises to be a
wonderful week meeting new friends and growing together in faith!
For more info or to register, or if you have an interest in
volunteering, call St. Cuthbert’s and speak with the Rev. Sherri.

Our latest partnership
Partnering with the Church of
St. Augustine of Canterbury just
up Bayview, we are in the midst
of our latest sponsorship – with
Mbtisemunda and Kimonyo –
originally from Rwanda, but coming
to us from Kenya. Mbitsemunda
and Kimonyo arrived here on Kimonyo’s Birthday
October 15 – with just enough time in January
for us to make sure they had warm
clothes, boots and hats before
winter struck. They are settled into
their Scarborough apartment, and
are navigating the city by TTC. Both are attending ESL classes
at Winston Churchill Collegiate. Kimonyo, a tailor, now has an
industrial sewing machine, and has been busy showing his skills
on items he has made for himself, and tailoring outfits for new
clients. Mbitsemunda is upgrading his academic and teaching
resumé, but also is looking for work outside his business and
mathematics fields.
On another note: Jafar, the first refugee we welcomed more
than 3 years ago from Iran via Turkey, is working on his jewellery
business in a downtown shop, and is studying the Canadian
citizenship handbook, to prepare for Canadian citizenship!

KATHI DAVIES

March 1 was the second anniversary of the arrival in
Canada of Lubna and her three children from Iraq via
Lebanon. As you know, we supported the family for
their first year in Canada. We thought you would like
to know how they are all doing. As reported by Aseel,
the wife of Lubna’s brother, Muhammed—
Good morning dear friends: I hope all is well. Today
marks Lubna and the kids’ second anniversary coming
to Canada! Two years have passed by so quickly, it
seems like yesterday!
Many accomplishments were made in the past
two years. Lubna proved to be a strong woman and
a dedicated mom and dad! She has built a great
relationship with her colleagues at work and they all
love and respect her. She is more confident speaking
to customers and has gained many skills to help her
to be successful at work.
The kids are also coping very well: Hiba will graduate
from high school this year and has already been
accepted at a few colleges in the Hamilton area. She
has not yet decided what to study. Her drawings and
art are amazing.
Mustafa and Ethar also are moving forward very
well. Mustafa graduates next year. Ethar, our super
fashionista, is in grade 9 at Ryan Bishop Catholic
school in a regular non-ESL class!
We are all well, alhamdulilah, which means thank God
in Arabic. Muhammed sends his regards to you all.
Let me know when we would be able to have a
reunion. We would like to bring lunch and sweets
to the church. No words are enough to express our
feelings and gratitude towards what you have done
with Lubna’s family.
God bless you all. Send our regards to the group and
hopefully we will meet soon.
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THE LINK

As we think Spring, we give thanks for God’s abundant blessings. We
anticipate our two new cisterns to overflow with spring rains which, in turn,
will nurture our seeds and plants (many donated) into lush and colourful bounty
throughout the summer and fall.
We feed people by sharing our harvest with our neighbours via the Flemingdon
Food Bank. Share in our fellowship, our labour and our abundant harvest!
As with any garden, many hands make light work. You don’t need to be an
expert to help; an hour of your time
to help water, weed or pick will be
greatly appreciated.
Note: the Spring Garden Clean Up
will take place Sat., May 2, 9am to noon
(weather permitting). Confirmation of
the date will be posted closer to the
date. —Kathi Davies
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Wardens

8

A quote from Rabbi Hillel
(who lived a generation before Jesus):
“If I am not for myself,
then who will be for me?
But if I am only for myself, then what am I?
And if not now, when?”
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June 7, 2020 – Lunch and Learn
Following the Anglican Church’s commitment to respond to the calls to
action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, in the last Link we said
that we were exploring resources that would be of help to the congregation
of St. Cuthbert’s in understanding our church’s role in colonialism and
Residential Schools.
For our first event, we will be using a video developed by the Anglican Church
of Canada in partnership with Indigenous people. This special event will be
held after church on Sunday, June 7. It is especially timely as June is National
Indigenous History Month. Watch for more details in What’s On. Please plan
to attend.—Lilian Wells for the Truth & Reconciliation Committee.
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ADVISORY BOARD All parishioners are invited to attend the Advisory
Board Meetings held throughout the year. (See What’s On for date and time).
Members of the Advisory Board are appointed and elected members of
the Vestry along with representatives from diverse committees/parochial
organizations active at St. Cuthbert’s. It is their responsibility to represent
parishioners between Vestries and provide advice and counsel to the
Incumbent and Wardens.
Meetings are interesting, participatory, welcoming and a wonderful way to
contribute to the conversations regarding issues facing St. Cuthbert’s. Please
join us! It is time well spent.—On behalf of the 2019/20 Advisory Board,
Heather Conolly, Chair.
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SHARING THROUGH GARDENING

Contact information: Priest and Pastor
The Rev. Ian LaFleur
Office 416 485 0329 • Cell 647 974 5156
Assistant Curate The Rev. Sherri Golisky
Office 416 485 0329 •
curatestcuthberts@gmail.com
Director of Music, Gary Forbes
Office 416 485 0329
Garyforbes07@gmail.com

KATHI DAVIES

Editor: Lorna Krawchuk
Designer: Robin Dickie
Please visit our web site at
www.stcuthbertsleaside.com
Services:
Sundays: 8am: Holy Eucharist,
Book of Common Prayer
10am: Holy Eucharist,
Book of Alternative Services
Children’s Program at both services.
Thursdays: 10am, Holy Eucharist,
Book of Common Prayer
We appreciate your financial gifts.
Ask about pre-authorized giving, e-transfer,
weekly envelopes, annual gifts and
bequests.
Tax receipts issued for donations of
$10 or more.

Parish Tidings
Welcome to new member Jackie Coulter.
Arthur Gabriel Johnston Kortenaar was
welcomed into the St. Cuthbert’s family and the
Anglican community through the
sacrament of Baptism on December 22.
Congratulations to Megan Emily Baran and Charley
Anne Simpson who were confirmed on December 1.
We are sad to report the December 25 death of
Nicholas Anthony Kuseta, husband of Catherine
Dorkin-Kuseta. Our thoughts and prayers are with
Catherine and the rest of Nick’s family and friends.

