Who We Are
St Cuthbert’s, Leaside is a joyful and hope filled congregation. We are a caring Christian
community seeking to love God as revealed in Jesus Christ and to serve God through
ministries of loving kindness to our neighbour. While we can be described as moderately
traditional, as evident by our use of both the BCP and BAS, we are also open minded and
progressive, witnessed by our outreach, social justice, environmental commitment and
adoption of the same sex marriage resolution by Vestry. Set within the North Toronto area,
we live primarily in the Leaside, South Davisville, and Bennington Heights neighbourhoods.
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Our Focus is on ‘Care’
Care for the Stranger - St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside became involved in the settlement of
Vietnamese refugees in the 1970s. Since 2016, we have helped to settle three family groupings
with neighbourhood support, and recently, in collaboration with the parish of St. Augustine of
Canterbury.
Care for the Poor- The parish helps care for low-income families through annual educational
and camp bursaries and longstanding relationships with Mooreland Kids. Clothing drives
supply high quality new and used clothing to New Circles clothing bank and All Saints
Community Centre.
Care for Creation - For many years St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has shared in annual
neighbourhood litter cleanups. In 2017 and 2018 we invited our neighbours to join in weeklong
festivals of worship, teaching, and green solutions fairs. Creation Care @ St. Cuthbert’s,
Leaside, centred on our baptismal accountability to be stewards of creation. We have made a
conscientious effort to reduce waste, promote recycling and composting, improve energy
efficiency, eliminate reliance on toxic products and exercise earth-friendly protocols. We
completed an in-house environmental audit by examining our building operations and best
practices and we maintain a documented record of our improvements and initiatives. In 2018,
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside won the prestigious “Greening Sacred Spaces” award given to the most
environmentally friendly worship space in Toronto. We are only the second Anglican church in
the city to receive the award since it was established in 2000.
Care for the Hungry - Like many faith communities St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside is directly involved
in feeding the hungry. A Grocery food card ministry annually disburses approximately $2,000,
to support low income neighbours. In response to the COVID-19 Pandemic the Parish increased
these gifts, disbursing $2,900, in 2020. Parishioners make weekly deliveries from local
bakeries to the Flemingdon Park Food Bank. A recently installed rainwater harvesting system
enabled expanded production from the organic Community Food Garden, which, annually,
provides more than $5200 worth of organic vegetables to the local Flemingdon Park Food
Bank.
Care for the Voiceless - The parish is engaged in political and social justice advocacy through
letter writing campaigns, and is increasing participation in public witness, participating in
protests, marches, and parades in support of the alleviation of homelessness and poverty, in
support of actions to limit global warming and resultant climate change, for care of the Great
Lakes and clean drinking water for Canada’s First Peoples, and support of equal rights and
justice for our LGBTQ2S siblings.
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From Ministry to Mission
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside began the transformational journey from inward focused ministry,
fellowship, pastoral care, and outreach, towards an increasing understanding of, and
engagement with, outward focused missional ministry, focused on the un-churched and
de-churched in our neighbourhood.
Five years ago, through the Appreciative Inquiry process, we articulated our Provocative
Purpose Statement, (PPS) as Welcome, Connect, Discover, Share. Drawing out existing, life
giving charisms, competencies, and characteristics of St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside our PPS
challenges us on our missional journey, to become more of who we already are.
It provokes us to become, more welcoming through a greater focus on hospitality as revealed
in scripture and modeled in the life, ministry and teaching of our Lord Jesus. The parish is
provoked to literally open itself up, so that it clearly signals invitation and welcome to our
neighbourhood.
It provokes us to actively seek connections by developing a greater understanding of right
relations revealed in scripture and in the reconciling mission of Christ, and the practice of
relationship building within the parish and, especially with our neighbours including those who
regularly pass us along the busy Bayview Avenue corridor.
It provokes us to be more engaged in discovering the nature and mission of God revealed in
scripture, in Creation and through the life of Jesus Christ, and thus to strive to become more
wholly, a Eucharistic community, who, sharing in life at God’s table, shares that life freely,
especially with the un-churched and de-churched, making God known and bringing hope and
healing in the world.
Our Bayview Gardens project (landscape design), is one initiative of several, completed or in
progress at St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside along our journey from inward focus to outward focus. We
are discovering that our communities are facing new challenges, with changing needs. We are
seeing increasing levels of loneliness, alienation, lack of feeling a part of the community in the
face of rising selfishness. Mindful of our obligations as a church to share in meeting the needs
of the world, Bayview Gardens evolved towards a vision of an exciting new community space
that we believe can provide some relief to the changing needs of our community members.
More details about this project are provided under Community Outreach and Advocacy.
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At Our Core – Worshipping Together
Worship at St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside includes a variety of services which reflect both traditional
Anglican liturgies and explore new expressions of worship to meet the needs of, and place
along, the faith journey of parishioners.

Sundays
8:00 am Said Eucharist from the Book of Common Prayer – a quiet, reflective service with
10-12 in attendance.
10:00 am Sung Eucharist using the Book of Alternative Services – music is an important part
of this service, in 2019 with 50-75 in attendance.
Church Kids - Programming is provided for children at both the 8 and 10 am Sunday
services. Church Kids take an active part in Family Services. The parish has a current and
active job posting for an individual to become Coordinator, Children and Youth Ministry.
4:30 pm St. Cuthbert’s Table (first Sunday of each month) - relaxed worship with
contemporary music, prayer, and conversation reflecting on the Word together. Typically,
5-7 participate in this service.

Thursdays
10:00 am Said Eucharist from the Book of Common Prayer with 10-12 in attendance.

Prayer Circle
The last Monday of each month at 6:00 pm with 10 – 12 in attendance.

Bible Studies
There are normally three bible studies with two groups that meet bi-weekly and one that
meets weekly. During the pandemic two of the groups have temporarily paused.

Special Services
Special services which mark feast days and traditional Anglican observances during
Advent, Lent and throughout the year such as the Taize services during Lent and the
Blessing of the Animals, as well as unique services such as the multi-faith service hosted by
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside following the Christ Church, New Zealand bombing.
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Music at St. Cuthbert’s
Music is an important part of our worship at our 10 am Sunday service. Hymns, motets, piano
and organ repertoire enhance our worship by clothing God’s word in the beauty of music. Our
talented choir explores an eclectic musical repertoire, accompanied on our grand piano and
organ. St. Cuthbert’s is fortunate to possess a large and extremely versatile organ. Built by
Casavant Frères in 1911 for St. James Square Presbyterian Church, Gerrard Street, it was later
relocated to St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside and was rebuilt by Guilbaut –Thérien in 2001. It has three
manuals and five divisions.
Members of our St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside choir are mostly amateur singers from the
congregation, led by four professional section leads. The repertoire they explore ranges widely
in mood and era (recent performances have included music composed from the twelfth to the
late twentieth centuries) and they have tackled some highly complex polyphonic works, as well
as giving carefully crafted and highly musical accounts of simpler pieces.
Our choir members have a shared love of sacred choral music, a willingness to be stretched
and challenged, and a commitment to Thursday evening rehearsals! Their main obsessions –
besides attempting to sing the right notes at the right time and in tune! – are musicality and
expressiveness; elegance in phrasing; clarity in diction; colour and variety in interpretation.
Rehearsals are fast-paced and demanding, but always good humoured and fun, with a lot of
laughs along the way.

Pastoral Care
Pastoral care is an important part of ministry for St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside that, with an aging
congregation, may become increasingly important in the coming years. We are a parish that
supports and cares for its members even when they are no longer able to worship with us in
person. We believe that pastoral care and the comfort, love and support of home, residence
and hospital visits are vitally important. We know that the services held at neighbourhood
senior residences and long-term care homes are cherished by our members.
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Staffing
We have been privileged to have a full-time Incumbent/Interim Priest and as well, from April
2019 through to May 31, 2021 enjoyed the ministry of a full-time Assistant Curate. PostCOVID-19 we plan to engage a Coordinator, Children and Youth Ministry to grow our Church
Kids program.
Additionally, the Church is supported by a Parish Administrative Assistant (PAA), Sexton (on
temporary leave since January 1, 2021 due to COVID-19), Musical Director and Soloist.

Technology at St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside
The COVID-19 pandemic provided an opportunity for us to adapt and respond quickly to
broadcast our Sunday services via YouTube and WebEx. When the pandemic is behind us,
there is a significant likelihood that options to worship at St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside will continue to
include online participation together with in-person worship.
With moderate investments in technology in 2020/21, parish leaders and others have a secure
network that allows them to securely access parish resources and increasingly, to work
collaboratively online. Recent upgrades include:

••
•
•
•
•
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High bandwidth internet access, enabling reliable live streaming from the church.
Secure LAN with secure WIFI access, enabling authorized users to securely connect to
shared files, and folders, printers, and TVs on the network.
High quality guest WIFI access throughout the facilities, enabling guests to browse the
internet, without risk to confidential parish resources.
Local broadcast capacity from the Sanctuary to the Promised Land, Lobby and Lamb
Hall! This capability enabled increased, socially distanced seating capacity for
in-person gatherings.
Office 365 deployed to enable seamless file sharing and collaboration among
authorized users.
Upgraded telephone services, with upgraded feature set, including remote callanswer.

Community Outreach and Advocacy
Our Baptismal Covenant – the promises we make at baptism – call us to God’s mission in
the world. With God’s help we are called to:

•
•
•

Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours as ourselves.
Strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every
human being.
Safeguard the integrity of God’s creation and respect, sustain, and renew the life
of the earth.
We live this out both as individuals and together as a community of faith.

Izzy Doll Project
St. Andrew’s ACW Group participates in the Izzy Doll Project. Scraps of yarn that were thought
not to be of any use are quickly turned into Izzy dolls by ACW members and their knitting
needles. The little dolls offer comfort to children the world over and are a legacy to Master
Corporal Mark “Izzy” Isfield who lost his life in Croatia in June 1994.
Izzy Dolls - A Canadian Gift Of Peace And Comfort To Traumatized Children Of The World.

Izzy dolls created with love by the ACW
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Moorelands Community Services
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has a long history of supporting Moorelands Community Services.
Moorelands works with children and youth affected by poverty, providing them with
experiences to help strengthen their confidence, competence and character at leadership
programs and day camps. We support Moorelands by providing bursaries for day camp, Baby
Bundles of new baby clothing, blankets and toiletries for new mothers in need, and we share
our abundance in their Christmas Sharing program

Flemingdon Park
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside contributes to initiatives that support the community of Flemingdon
Park, a multicultural neighbourhood that serves as the first home for many new Canadians.
We support the Anglican Flemingdon Park Ministry, which offers a Skills Training to Access
Resources program for adults, as well as an after-school program for students in grades K to
12. Recently we have supported their Access to Fresh Food project which helps residents grow
their own food in plots and containers in the summer.
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has supported the Flemingdon Park Food Bank for many years. We
collect and deliver fresh bread from Cobs Bakery and Epi Breads in Leaside, as well as
non-perishable food donations from Sobey’s, the community and parishioners. The church
garden supplies $5000+ fresh produce each summer.

Sunday non-perishable food offering for
the Flemingdon Food Bank
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Some of the summer 2020 crop delivered to the
Flemingdon Food Bank

St. Cuthbert’s Garden
In 2020, the onset of Covid created a “bumper crop” of new hobby gardeners in the spring of
2020. While “gathering” was restricted to 5 people, our garden work became a coveted time
of sunshine, exercise and fellowship. Our main goal of providing fresh organic produce
to Flemingdon Park Community Food Bank became more vital than ever during this crisis.
Recently, we reached out to our community with our HOPE PLANTER on the Bayview Avenue
steps. It’s gone viral locally and many pedestrians have stopped to snap photos.
For 2021, while continuing our vital outreach to the food bank, we have a new project! Under a
grant from TD Friends of the Environment we are expanding a section of our fertile property to
create an extensive pollinator and cutting garden. This application was encouraged by Donna
Lang (Greening Sacred Spaces).
Our plan is to reach out to our Leaside community (depending on public health measures).
An existing small pollinator patch has brought many Monarchs, Black Swallowtails and
numerous species of bees. We look forward to “hosting” many more pollinators to our growing
garden for the enjoyment of all and as responsible stewards of this earth.

Vegetable gardeners social distanced in summer 2020
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Other Community Activities
We are involved in a number of other outreach activities in our local community and beyond.
New Circles Community Services is an innovative agency driven by volunteers that offers
clothing services, community referrals and skills building programs to residents in the
Thorncliffe Park, Flemingdon Park and Victoria Village neighbourhoods. Twice a year St.
Cuthbert’s, Leaside holds clothing drives for New Circles.
Emily’s House Hospice is the first paediatric palliative care hospice in Toronto. Parishioners’
creative talents are put to work as they knit slippers and baby hats.
Faithworks is the annual appeal of the Diocese of Toronto. Our donations support Anglicanaffiliated ministries such as prison ministry, food security initiatives, and support, training and
residential programs. Faithworks also supports the Primates World Relief and Development
Fund (PWDRF) – the Canadian Anglican response for emergency relief, refugees, development
and justice in the world.

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside at the Mayor’s Cleanup
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Advocacy, Education and Witness
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside participates in education,
advocacy, and awareness activities about issues
such as clean water for the northern community
of Pikangikum, the plight of murdered and missing
aboriginal women and girls, and climate change.
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside also has an Environmental
Study Group to deepen our understanding about
climate change and greening our property.
Members of the community joined us to ring our bell
for missing and murdered aboriginal women.

Spring and Fall Fairs
Each November and April, the St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside community come out in full force to
volunteer at their much-anticipated church fairs. A variety of household items, jewelry, baked
goods, recreational equipment, toys etc. are offered for sale along with the opportunity to
partake in a delicious lunch. St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside sales are a staple of spring and fall in the
Leaside & Davisville neighbourhoods. During COVID-19 an online book sale and online auction
have been introduced with every hope that by fall 2021 we will be ‘back in business’! A portion
of the sales is donated to outreach programs.

THIS IS IT! Our St. Cuthbert's online auction goes live at noon this Sunday,
May 16th. Please share the link with your friends and enjoy shopping through
an assortment of treasures generously donated by you and by friends of the
church. Shop and bid often and bid high! All funds raised will help our St.
Cuthbert's Leaside and our outreach programs. www.32auctions.com/
stcuthbertsauction2021

Virtual
Book Sale
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ST. CUTHBERT'S VIRTUAL USED BOOK SALE CONTINUES
Please check out the selection of books at: https://stcuthbertsbook.libib.com/
If you find some books you'd like, please email the titles (or call) Beth Preston
at beth.h.prestonl7@gmail.com (or 416-267-1942).

Refugee Sponsorship
St. Cuthbert’s Leaside has been involved in resettling three family groups since 2016. Most
recently in October 2019, Mbitsemunda and Kimonyo arrived at Pearson International
Airport, sponsored for their first year in Canada by St. Cuthbert’s,Leaside and St. Augustine
of Canterbury Church.

Mbitsemunda found employment as a housekeeping aide in a retirement home and
Kimonyo as a sewing machine operator in a large factory. Mbitsemunda has a Canadianapproved certification from a university in Rwanda where he taught and hopes to be able to
work at that level again. Kimonyo is a skilled tailor and designer. He has designed and
tailored a few outfits for people here in his new home country and hopes to make that a
future business. In the meantime, he has been making and selling face masks.
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The Bayview Gardens Project
With construction beginning in fall 2021, redesigned and environmentally friendly landscaping
will visually and accessibly connect the church’s Bayview Avenue doors to the St. Cuthbert’s
Road corner with the goal of signalling invitation and openness. There will be new accessible
community spaces on the north side of the church including a stone plaza, bench seating,
meandering paths, a Forest Prayer Garden, new shrubs, foliage, and green ground cover and
accessible access to the Parish’s organic Community Food Garden and the Green, on the
south side of the church.
As a result of this project, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside hopes to communicate more effectively with
the surrounding neighbourhood, and travellers passing along Bayview Avenue. New digital
signage will allow us to highlight to the community the many activities going on around the
church. We hope that the existing and new shared spaces will result in a range of structured
and unstructured uses, including family recreation, individual and group contemplation,
outdoor worship, prayer, and music. The project will benefit the entire neighbourhood, both
parishioners and non-parishioners. In this neighbourhood, public and accessible green space
is scarce. So, our goal is to open and make accessible all the land surrounding the church for
the benefit of all our neighbours, the old and the young and their pets!

St Cuthberts, Leaside
The Bayview Gardens
Project
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Our Neighbourhoods

2016 Leaside Bennington Toronto Neighbourhood Profiles

2016 Mount Pleasant East Toronto Neighbourhood Profiles
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St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside Parish Boundaries
NORTH - Commencing at a point where Soudan and Forman Avenues intersect - East along
Soudan Avenue to Parkhurst Blvd., then East on Parkhurst Blvd. and Research Road, and in
a line extended to the C.P.R. tracks.
EAST - Commencing at the intersection of the C.P.R. tracks and the extension of Research
Road, continuing in a Southwesterly direction along the tracks to the Belt Line right of way.
SOUTH - From a point where the Belt Line right of way and C.P.R. tracks cross continuing in
a Northwesterly direction along the Belt Line to Mount Pleasant Avenue.
WEST - From this point North along Mount Pleasant Avenue to Davisville Avenue, then East
to Forman Avenue and North along Forman Avenue to Soudan Avenue.

15

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside Parish Boundaries

Given its location in Toronto at 1399 Bayview Avenue, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside is situated in
an area of significant population growth. The Eglinton Crosstown transit project includes
three Crosstown Stations to be located at the intersections where Eglinton Avenue East
crosses Mount Pleasant Road, Bayview Avenue, and Laird Drive. Eglinton Avenue East,
and in particular areas around transit stations, will be hubs of growth with multiple
condominium towers planned at each station.
As an example of projected growth, the area south of Eglinton Ave East, from Laird Drive
to the valley to the east and north of Vanderhoof Drive, as well as the lands on the west
side of Laird Drive from Eglinton down to Millwood Road anticipates a 50% increase in the
2018 population of 16,830 with 8,756 new residents.
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2018/ny/bgrd/backgroundfile-117707.pdf

In close proximity to the church, several condominium and rental units are either already
under construction or in the approval phase. The plans for the site at 1500 Bayview
Avenue one block north of St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside (current location of Valumart) include
156 rental units, 45% of which will be two and three bedroom units targeted to families.
Two blocks further north at 1680 Bayview Avenue (Bayview and Hillsdale) there are 150
rental units currently under construction including studio, one, two, and three-bedroom
units. Directly across the street from St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside at 1414 Bayview Avenue,
demolition is beginning in preparation for a 44-unit condo with one to three-bedroom
units. https://1414bayview.com/
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St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside - Our History
In 1890, William Lea gave to The Reverend T. W. Paterson, Rector of Christ Church, Deer Park,
the north-west half-acre of his apple orchard in York Township (in the present-day Leaside) as
a site for a mission church. The frame Leaside Mission was opened for services on
October 1, 1890.
By 1909 it was deemed desirable to have a full-time curate-in-charge and P. Morland Lamb
was appointed to that position at the same time the name was changed to that of a great
British saint, Cuthbert.
When the City of Leaside was incorporated in 1913, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside Anglican Church
was the first church or religious building of any kind in the new city. P. Morland Lamb would
stay on as Rector until 1954 and oversee many additions to the church in terms of both
congregation and construction.
As the Leaside/Davisville area of Toronto has grown over the last 131 years, so too has St.
Cuthbert’s. A succession of six full-time incumbents have led the church since Canon Lamb
retired. They have included Canon Joseph De Pencier Wright (1954-1977), Canon John
Paterson-Smyth (1977-1992); The Venerable Dr. Michael Thompson (1992-2001); Reverend Katy
Waugh (2001-2007); Canon Beth Benson (2007-2015) and Reverend Ian LaFleur (2015-2021).
Over the decades St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has experienced change and additions to the building
and property (redesigned sanctuary, elevator installation, community garden established,
cisterns installed, nave roof re-shingled (2019), new boilers (2021), oil tank removal, and much
more.
Leaside, ca. 1928, aerial view, looking east from Sutherland Drive to east of Laird Drive, Toronto, Ont.
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St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside - Our History
The care for our building over the years has been mirrored by Christian activities that are
central to the history of St. Cuthbert’s:
1) Care for Creation (through environmental stewardship in all respects)
2) Outreach (through refugee sponsorship, contributions to community food banks,
advocacy on behalf of those less fortunate, and in many other ways)
3) Congregational and Pastoral Care (through regular services at local retirement/
nursing homes, bible study, prayer circle, Alpha, streaming services, and more)
4) Community Engagement (Carols with Friends, Pancake Supper, Community
Garden, Scouts, Guides, etc.)
In recent years, through the Appreciative Inquiry process, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside developed a
provocative purpose statement of “Welcome, Connect, Discover, Share” and through this the
church has attempted to return to its roots from 1890 and become, once again, a missional
church. It is still, very much, a work in progress. For example, in 2019 a monthly 4:30 PM
contemporary service on Sundays was introduced with the intention of appealing to the unchurched and de-churched. The results thus far have been disappointing.
Over the past year COVID-19 has certainly presented a challenge to St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside
but in keeping with our history of spreading the good news of Jesus Christ with our updated
internet capabilities we have been streaming services on YouTube and offering them over
WebEx throughout the pandemic.
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The Fiscal Health of St. Cuthbert’s
In recent years St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has been financially stable. In 2019, aside from
$110,000 of unexpected but urgent capital expenditures the church broke even. In
2020, as with most of the economy, we suffered financially, primarily due to a loss of
rental income and so we covered the shortfall with partial proceeds from a 2010
bequest. Refer to the table below of summary income sources, excluding CEWS and
Diocesan Grants, and operating expenses, excluding the Diocesan assessment, for
2018-2020.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, our parishioners continued to step-up and take
responsibility for our financial health. While total offerings were down approximately
$ 57,000 in 2020, we note that 2019 included a one-time gift offering of $ 58,000. In
fact, excluding the one-time gift, pre-authorized giving and other offerings in 2020
matched 2019, despite the pandemic.
We hope that by the fall 2021 we shall be able to share our space again with
community groups and to generate rental income once more at least for the last fiscal
quarter. With the closing of our building due to COVID our rental income from
tenants in 2020 was $37,000 lower than the previous year.
In addition, we hope to have our fall church fair fundraiser event, which generates
more than $12,000 each year. In a normal year we have a spring fair as well. The
cancellation of both fairs in 2020 reduced our revenues by about $24,000.
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The Fiscal Health of St. Cuthbert’s
With our church closed for worship and tenants during much of 2020, some of the
usual expenses were reduced but replaced with COVID related expenditures such as
technical support and equipment for on-line services of $10,000 and additional
property expenses for a Sunday sexton and increased cleaning supplies for about
$5,000.
Our building is old but well-cared for through an ongoing capital and maintenance
upgrade program developed by Carson Dunlop. The capital budget for major repair
projects for 2021 is approximately $40,000. However, our operating forecast for 2021,
assuming a fall church fair, shows that we could be within $10,000 of breaking even for
the year.
We are very fortunate to have Investments, both externally and internally restricted,
which were valued at $728,000 as at December 31, 2020, and which helped us through
the difficulties of 2020’s quarantine and 2019’s emergency capital expenditures. St.
Cuthbert’s, Leaside has had the benefit of a devoted congregation that has historically
supported the church through bequests. Most recently we have been very blessed with
a bequest of $500,000 from a former parishioner. Nevertheless, to continue to cover
our operating costs without borrowing from our investment funds, we need to grow our
congregation by attracting new members to our church.

*Assistant Curate at St Cuthbert’s for half of 2019 and all of 2020.
** Urgent roof repairs and oil tank removal in 2019.
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St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside –
The Strength of Volunteers

We are blessed with a strong core of talented, dedicated volunteers who keep St. Cuthbert’s,
Leaside vibrant, on track, and moving forward during normal and challenging times such as
the COVID-19 pandemic. One need only look at the 2021 Vestry Report to realize the breadth
and depth of volunteerism within our parish. Vestry Report
As examples, the four member Wardens team consists of a People’s Warden, Deputy People’s
Warden, Rector’s Warden, and Deputy Rector’s Warden. The Coordinator, Property and
Maintenance works closely with the Wardens and Incumbent as well as tenants, the Sexton
and the Safe Re-Opening Committee during the pandemic. The Growing Healthy Stewards
(GHS) have an annual plan in place to promote stewardship and to educate parishioners. For
example, GHS is running a speaker series named after Doris White, a parishioner whose
generous bequest has benefited the church community greatly.
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Summary:
Welcome, Connect, Discover, Share
Our church presents its next Incumbent with many enviable strengths upon which to work
together to build and grow, both in numbers and spiritually. In the area of Church Kids, we
know we need to relaunch programming and are excited about what lies ahead. We
believe in accountability in our mutual ministry, working together as a team with healthy
dialogue and feedback. We are a community of committed, highly engaged volunteers who
have a curiosity to explore new ways of fulfilling our call to ministry. While we value
tradition, we also have an openness to change!
We are blessed to be located in a financially stable community, in a high-traffic location
with excellent building/facilities and a wide-open green space bordered by vegetable and
perennial gardens. We are well known by our neighbours and have a reputation for
hospitality. We are in an area of the city poised for significant population growth and we
recognize that, to grow our congregation as needed, our next Priest will need to work with
us to identify and create opportunities to connect with existing residents and newcomers to
Leaside and Davisville. It is our prayer and intent that our next Incumbent will work with
our St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside leadership and parishioners to develop a five-year strategic
plan that will address the umbrella priority of ‘congregational development’. Collectively,
we need to clearly identify and articulate what St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside offers to a variety of
demographics including young families, singles, couples, and senior citizens.
Our St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside Provocative Purpose Statement reflects what we are seeking
in our next priest. We pray that they will welcome, connect with, discover and share
with our community, both our parish community and the broader community of
Leaside, Bennington Heights and Davisville Village.
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Summary:
Welcome, Connect, Discover, Share
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has identified growth as a key priority to be achieved by:

••
••
•

strengthening our connection with the community in which our church is located
connecting with and attracting young families to our faith community
focusing on development of our children and youth ministry
exploring fresh expressions of worship
developing our online and digital presence

••
••
••
•

Strengths in community outreach and making connections
Gift of preaching based on scripture with relevance to our lives
Strengths in pastoral care, visitation and relationship building
Excellent interpersonal skills
Openness to a collaborative team model of leadership
A sense of humour together with the ability to listen and take advice
Administrative and management skills

We are hopeful that our new priest will bring the following gifts, qualities, and skills:

Given the priorities St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside has established, with the support of the congregation
and using their gifts and skills, our expectations of the next priest include that they will:

•
•
•
•
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Demonstrate a strong ministry of presence
in the church, in the parish and in the community
Connect intentionally and purposefully
with younger families and newcomers to the community
Embrace both tradition and change,
being able to ‘think outside the box’ to engage and lead St. Cuthbert’s,
Leaside forward post-pandemic, beyond the walls of our church
building.
Deliver sermons based on the Gospel, relevant to current times
that will engage, enlighten and encourage spiritual growth.

Graphic design and original artwork by Teya Knightingale

This is Who We Are
Our members were asked in a survey to describe the words that they
identify with St Cuthbert’s Anglican Church.
The word cloud above represents how we view ourselves.
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