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On Sunday, September 18th, St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside 
celebrated the grand opening of our new Bayview Garden. 
The rainy afternoon did not dampen the joyful spirits as 
everyone enjoyed seeing our new peaceful green space. 
Tim Sellers was our MC, and we heard from Ian Beverley who 

gave us a recap of all the people who made the dream of our 
Bayview Garden come to fruition. 
Elected officials Rob Oliphant, MP, Don Valley West, 

Stephanie Bowman MPP, Don Valley West and Rachel Chernos 
Lin, Trustee of the Toronto District School Board, Ward 11 
each gave their thoughts and congratulations on the Bayview 
Garden project. 
It was a happy moment when the Rev. Canon Janet Read-

Hockin and Ian Beverley cut the ribbon to officially conclude 
the ceremony.
Approximately 80 people from our St. Cuthbert’s family and 

the wider community helped celebrate our day and we all 
enjoyed socializing in Lamb Hall over sandwiches and cake. 
— Muriel Wissell.

Opening Ceremonies  
Bayview Garden

Top: Tim Sellers, Ian Beverley and Muriel Wissell.
Bottom: Dignitaries watch as Ian and  

the Rev. Canon Read-Hockin cut the ribbon.
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A message from our Pastor  
The Rev. Canon Janet Read-Hockin

And the Lord God called out “Where are you?”
That is the first question God asks humanity in our Scripture. Every time I think of it I find 

it both thought provoking and challenging. How would I answer? How would you answer?
The “Where are you?” question operates on a myriad of levels – physical, spiritual, mental 

and emotional – and reminds us that God seeks to be in relationship with us, and cares about us 
on every level. That love and care of God is also one which we as a community of faith are invited 

to reflect in our words and actions.
The pandemic has impacted each of our lives in different ways. For many, routines and relationships that fell outside 

of our “bubble” fell by the wayside. For some, one of those routines and relationships that struggles to recover is our 
commitment to our life of faith and faith community. I still remember, prior to coming to St. Cuthbert’s, watching church 
via video from the comfort of my couch with a cup of coffee in hand. And sometimes, if I missed the livestream or skipped 
a week that was okay too. If asked “where are you?” my response would have been “watching from afar and pretty 
disengaged.”
The challenge is that our life of faith is not a spectator sport but an invitation to engage, and re-engage, with God 

and with one another. One of the great blessings of the Opening of the Bayview Garden was the joy in seeing so many 
people in person, sharing in the experience together and being reminded of the blessings, faith and commitment that 
made the new garden possible. 
It is my prayerful hope that as you read through this edition of The Link, you will be drawn to celebrate the life, love 

and care of God that this faith community so clearly reflects. I also hope that if you have been watching from afar you 
will find within these pages opportunities to re-engage and share the blessing of who you are as a part of Christ’s body 
at St. Cuthbert’s.
As always, please be assured of my gratitude for the opportunity to serve Christ in and through this parish and to journey 

with you as we continue to follow Jesus in word and action.— In faith and friendship, Janet+.

From sprinkling kale seedlings along garden beds to filling bags of vibrant 
aromatic herbs, my time spent in the St. Cuthbert’s garden has been a 
wonderful journey of learning and appreciation. In the spring of 2021, I started 
volunteering in the gorgeous, sustainable vegetable garden and pollinator 
garden at St. Cuthbert’s Church. I did not know it then, but I was about to 
build profound connections to the people and ecosystems around me, shaping 
my perspectives on the community impact of organic growing and native 
pollinators. 
Sustainability is at the core of who I am and what I aspire to become, and 

taking part in the creation and nurturing of the garden has made me feel a part 
of something very special. I am beginning my undergraduate studies in business 
and sustainability. In class, I learn about the global ecological challenges and 
changes our world is facing, and I am grateful that I can reconnect with my 
experiences in the garden. Reminding myself of my relationship with the local 
environment and the beauty I want future generations to see, feel, and taste 
just like me.
— Teya Knightingale

Me and the Vegetable Garden
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Planning for the Bayview Garden project began in the 
fall of 2018 with the then Wardens and Incumbent 
(Chris Vyse, Lorna Krawchuk, Tim Sellers, Ian Beverley 
and the Rev. Ian LaFleur). They had a modest plan 
to replace the old St. Cuthbert’s signage with a new 
electronic sign. It was soon realized that there was a great 
opportunity within the project to reintroduce and reconnect  
St. Cuthbert’s with Bayview Avenue and the community with 
not only a new sign, but a more welcoming frontage and 
a new, quiet garden. Landscape architect Amy Turner was 
hired and, with the engagement of the whole congregation 
through workshops, plans were developed and ultimately 
approved by the congregation. The project was authorized 
to proceed as funds were available. 
A fundraising subcommittee including Mary Lynne Stewart 

from the Diocese of Toronto, Chris Vyse, Tim Sellers, Guy 
Stevenson (son of Michael and Judith), Michael Wissell, Ian 
LaFleur and Ian Beverley started work in the fall of 2020. By 
the spring of 2021, after a generous matching gift program 
from the Norma Bird bequest was received, enough funds 
to undertake the project had been obtained and contractors 
were secured. Construction began in September 2021 and 
was finally completed, with all the bells and whistles, shortly 
before the opening event on September 18, 2022.
St. Cuthbert’s was enormously fortunate to have a great 

project team (Amy Turner, All-Weather Landscaping, 
Menno Braam, stone mason, WSI Signs, Phillip Novak, 
graphic designer, Filo-Timo architectural metal fabricating, 
Steve Smith/UFORA, Brian Duffy/Rushforth Electric, 
Mike Grossi) to undertake the project. The support of 
our Councillor, Jaye Robinson, and the City of Toronto 
was greatly appreciated and we are most fortunate to 
have the support of our Wardens, the Rev. Janet Read-
Hockin, Parish Administrator Pierina Mevius, Sexton Dave 
Matte, and committee volunteers Jane Milligan and Linda 
Kopetski-Prue. We thank Nancy Wahlroth, Kathi and Bob 
Davies and their many volunteers who helped in planting 
and watering the plants during this hot, dry summer. The 
donors, who assisted the financing of this project are 
recognized in the garden.
It has been a real privilege working on this project with 

so many great people and a joy to see it come to fruition.  
— Ian Beverley.

The Bayview Garden Project

The wall of recognition.
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Seventy-five years ago a 
vision was realized. Reporting 
in the 1947 Parish Magazine 
on the completion of the 
stone wall along the Bayview 
frontage of St. Cuthbert’s, 
the then Rector, Canon P.M. 
Lamb, confessed, “I have visualized this wall for many years, and 
now that it is an accomplished fact I rejoice and give thanks.”
The Rector was not the only one with vision. In the Annual Report 

for 1945, the Churchwardens reported the receipt of a legacy of 
$1,000 and expressed the feeling of the Parish Council that “…
this part of our property is very unsightly and a stone fence would 
be a permanent remedy, as well as a memorial to the late William 
Turner.” William Turner had been a great friend of Canon Lamb 
and took a great interest in St. Cuthbert’s.
The original stone wall was built in 1947 by my grandfather, 

Alfred Sellers. Thirty-five years later my father, Arthur Sellers, 
wrote: ”For us in 1987 the stone wall, which in 1947 was seen 
as a “permanent” remedy, serves now to remind us that nothing 
is permanent. The north section of wall has been pushed out by 
force of nature to the point where the top is out of line by almost 
a wall’s width.”
Fast forward to today and another great friend of St. Cuthbert’s, 

Norma Bird, left a generous bequest that acted as the financial 
catalyst to fulfill the broader vision of the redesign of St. Cuthbert’s 
Bayview Garden writ large.
Admittedly it took until 2022 to rectify the stone wall’s northern 

tilt, as expert stone mason Menno Braam was contracted to 
rebuild what my grandfather had originally crafted seventy-five 
years ago. The stone wall is now a memorial not only to William 
Turner, but also to Pam and Arthur Sellers.
With the refurbishment of the northern section of the wall, the 

addition of the accessible ramp to the revitalized garden complete 
with fountain, and the excess stones forming the plinth for the 
new signage, the Bayview/St. Cuthbert’s corner has been given a 
well-deserved facelift.
What comes next for the stone wall? There are sections to the 

south which require attention. Let’s hope within the next seventy-
five years, the challenges they pose will also be remedied.
I once heard it said that “quality is the passport of permanence.” 

With the quality workmanship exhibited by Menno and my 
grandfather before him, the permanence of the St. Cuthbert’s 
stone wall is all but guaranteed. — Tim Sellers

Menno Braam,  
Builder of the Stone Wall
We were truly fortunate that Menno Braam was hired 

to work on the northern section of our dry stone wall.  
The first part of the work was to dismantle the original 
wall. All the stones were then placed in the back corner 
of our parking lot, under lock and key – as there was 
more than one attempt to “liberate” some of them.  
After the re-grading was completed, Menno then 
proceeded to work throughout the winter on choosing 
and placing the correct stones to assemble the new, 
elegant dry stone wall, and the plinth for our new sign.  
By luck or design, there was even enough stone left to 
be the housing for the fountain.
Menno is one of the founders of the Dry Stone 

Walling Association of Canada. For many years, he has 
been at Canada Blooms as part of a team working on 
demonstrating dry stone wall techniques. He started 
his own company, Whistling Dwarf Stonework in 2001. 
Why that name? Author Graham Hancock, in a book, 
Fingerprints of the Gods, credited whistling dwarfs 
for some of the world’s oldest and finest stonework in 
Peru. Apparently, they whistled the stones into place.  
No such luck for Menno. His work requires strength 
and good judgment, along with regular chiropractic 
treatments.
— Lorna Krawchuk

The History of St. Cuthbert’s  
Stone Wall

Menno on the  
St. Cuthbert’s site.
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November 2022
20-Nov 8am & 10am Reign of Christ Sanctuary

22-Nov 9:30am – 12:30pm St. Andrew’s ACW Quilters Fellowship Room

22-Nov 1:30 pm Tai Chi Lamb Hall

23-Nov 1:30 pm St. Monica’s ACW Group Fellowship Room

23-Nov 7:30 pm Advent Study - TBA Virtual

24-Nov 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

24-Nov 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

27-Nov 8am & 10am First Sunday of Advent - HOPE Sanctuary

28-Nov 6 pm Prayer Circle Virtual

29-Nov 9:30am – 12:30pm St. Andrew’s ACW Quilters Fellowship Room

29-Nov 1:30 pm Tai Chi Lamb Hall

30-Nov 7:30 pm Advent Study - TBA Virtual

DECEMBER 2022
1-Dec 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

1-Dec 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

4-Dec 8am & 10am Second Sunday of Advent - PEACE & Baptism Sanctuary

6-Dec 9:30am – 12:30pm St. Andrew’s ACW Quilters Fellowship Room

6-Dec 1:30 pm   Tai Chi Lamb Hall

7-Dec 7:30 pm Advent Study - TBA Virtual

8-Dec 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

8-Dec 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

11-Dec 8am & 10am Third Sunday of Advent - JOY Sanctuary

13-Dec 9:30am – 12:30pm St. Andrew’s ACW Quilters Fellowship Room

13-Dec 1:30 pm Tai Chi Lamb Hall

14-Dec 7:30 pm Advent Study - TBA Virtual

15-Dec 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

15-Dec 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

18-Dec 8am & 10am Fourth Sunday of Advent - LOVE Sanctuary

18-Dec noon Decorating of the Church for Christmas – all welcome! Sanctuary

18-Dec 4 pm Quiet Christmas Sanctuary

19-Dec 7 pm Carols with Friends Sanctuary

20-Dec 9:30am – 12:30pm St. Andrew’s ACW Quilters Fellowship Room

20-Dec 1:30 pm Tai Chi Lamb Hall

20-Dec 3 pm Service at Briton House Briton House

20-Dec 7 pm Advisory Board Meeting Virtual

22-Dec 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

22-Dec 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

24-Dec 4 pm Christmas Eve Family Service & Instant Pageant Sanctuary

24-Dec 8 pm Christmas Eve Traditional Choral Eucharist Sanctuary

25-Dec 9 am Christmas Day Service Sanctuary

26-Dec 6 pm Prayer Circle Virtual

29-Dec 10 am Book of Common Prayer Virtual

1-Jan 8am & 10am First Sunday After Christmas Sanctuary

Advent/Christmas Calendar
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THE LINK
Published by: 
St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church
1399 Bayview Ave. Toronto M4G 3A6
416-485-0329  
stcuthbertleaside@toronto.anglican.ca

Contact information:  
Priest and Pastor, The Rev. Canon Janet Read-Hockin 
Office 416 485 0329 • Cell 416-648-1418  
priest-stcuthbertleaside@toronto.anglican.ca

Director of Music, Gary Forbes 
Phone 905 323 5040   
Garyforbes07@gmail.com

Editor:  Ted Krawchuk  
Designer:  Robin Dickie
Please visit our web site at www.stcuthbertsleaside.com

Services:  
Sundays: 8am:  
Book of Common Prayer – in person and webex  
10am: Holy Eucharist or Morning Prayer – in person, YouTube and webex 

Thursdays: 10am  
Book of Common Prayer – webex only

We appreciate your financial gifts.  
Ask about pre-authorized giving, e-transfer, weekly envelopes,  
annual gifts and bequests.

Tax receipts issued for donations of $10 or more.

 
 

Parish Tidings
Welcome to new member:  

Tyler Lee 

Birth:  
Ingrid Liesl Pfisztner 

Baptism:  
Fraser David Simpson 

Deaths:
Marion Jardine

Margaret (Marg) Close
The Reverend Dr. Paul Gibson

Antoinette (Tony) Buckle
Yvonne Doran (née Shipway)

Marion Chambers
James Bamford

Ryan Barber
Marjorie (Mickey) Seward

Christopher White

The St. Cuthbert’s  
Christmas Fair is back!
St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside is pleased to announce 

that once again we will be hosting a version of 
our annual Christmas Fair. 
It will be held on Saturday, November 12th 

from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Among the things on offer will be everyone’s 

favourites including Decorations for Christmas, 
Gifts for Christmas,  Baby Knits and Blankets, 
Toys and Games, and the ever popular Baking 
and Preserves. Sadly, we will not be offering our 
spectacular Christmas luncheon this year.
Please join us and catch up with friends and 

neighbours. It will be so nice to get together in 
celebration again! — Muriel Wissell
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The Pollinator Garden
As Anglicans, we at St. Cuthbert’s strive to 

safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, 
respect, sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. How do we do this, practically 
speaking? When we nurture nature, 
we help create and sustain a symbiotic 
relationship within our garden and 

community.  
Butterflies, bees, birds (to name a few) 

pollinate as they feed from plant to plant, 
effectively “fertilizing” our food crops and help plants reproduce 
and thrive… not to mention the floral beauty through all seasons!
It’s important to note that native pollinators and native plants “co-

evolve.” However, as native habits decline so does the population 
of our vital pollinator species.   
By continuing to plant more native plants at St. Cuthbert’s, we 

actively participate in a natural process whereby we feed the 
pollinators and these busy bees and friends feed us. It’s a win-
win situation!
Have you thanked a bee lately? — Kathi Davies


